Greatest Questions Ever Asked
Steve Flatt

Introduction
There are countless questions asked in the Bible. Some

Were:

a. Rhetorical-God asked Adam “Where are
you?”

b. Condemning— God asked Adam “Have you
eaten from the tree that | commanded you not
to eat from?"

¢. Informational-"How can a man be born when
he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he
cannot enter a second time into his mother's
womb to be born!"

d. Eternal—‘What must we do to be saved?”

Chapter 1

Is Anything Too Difficult For Me?

God asked Jeremiah, the prophet, "Is anything too
difficult for me?" (Jeremiah 32:26) What a question! Is

anything

too difficult for me? Let me tell you the context

of that question. Babylon is about to conquer Judah, the

southern

kingdom. Jeremiah, the weeping prophet, has

been prophesying about that for a long time. Babylon is
right at the door. Jeremiah said, "They built the siege
ramps and they're putting them up against the wall of
Jerusalem."” God requested a most unusual thing of
Jeremiah. He said, "Jeremiah, what | want you to do is
go buy a field." Now folks, when an invading force is
about to conquer your land, real estate investment is not
a real good idea. Jeremiah said, "Lord, the siege ramps
are right there, you don't understand." He said, "You
don't understand, this is a symbol. | want witnesses to
see the transaction so that they will know that this land
is still yours. Though | am going to use Babylon to
conquer Judah, I'm going to bring you back home. Then
God asked the question: "Is there anything too difficult

for me?"

Scripture is filled with instances of "Is anything too hard
for the Lord?" God came to Abraham and Sarah after
they waited a quarter of a century for a child. (Genesis
18:14) Job said, "I know that you can do all things." (Job
42:2) The prophet Isaiah said "The Lord is the
everlasting Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He
will not grow tired or weary." (Isaiah 40:28) Our Lord
Jesus said "What is impossible with men is possible with
God." (Luke 18:27) That's our God. He's all powerful,
he's Almighty and he has unlimited power. He never
gets tired or frustrated. Everything he does, he does

Las preguntas mas grandes de Dios
Steve Flatt

Introduccién

Hay innumerables preguntas hechas en la Biblia. Algunos
fueron:

a. Retorico-Dios le pregunt6 a Adan “;Donde estas?”

b. condenando— Dios le pregunt6 a Adan “;Has
comido del arbol del cual te mandé que no
comieras?”’

c. Informativo—"¢;Como puede nacer un hombre
siendo viejo?" pregunté Nicodemo. "jCiertamente
no puede entrar por segunda vez en el vientre de su
madre para nacer!"

d. Eterno—;Qué debemos hacer para ser salvos?”

Capitulo 1
¢Hay algo demasiado dificil para mi?

Dios le preguntd a Jeremias, el profeta, "¢Hay algo
demasiado dificil para mi?" (Jeremias 32:26) jQué preguntal!
¢Hay algo demasiado dificil para mi? Déjame decirte el
contexto de esa pregunta. Babilonia esta a punto de
conquistar Juda, el reino del sur. Jeremias, el profeta llorén,
ha estado profetizando sobre eso durante mucho tiempo.
Babilonia estd justo en la puerta. Jeremias dijo:
"Construyeron las rampas de asedio y las estan poniendo
contra el muro de Jerusalén". Dios pidié una cosa muy
inusual de Jeremias. El dijo: "Jeremias, lo que quiero que
hagas es que vayas a comprar un campo”. Ahora amigos,
cuando una fuerza invasora esta a punto de conquistar su
tierra, la inversién inmobiliaria no es una buena idea.
Jeremias dijo: "Sefior, las rampas de asedio estan justo alli,
td no entiendes”. El dijo: "No entiendes, esto es un simbolo.
Quiero testigos para ver la transaccion para que sepan que
esta tierra sigue siendo suya. Aungue voy a usar Babilonia
para conquistar Juda, te traeré de vuelta a casa. Entonces
Dios hizo la pregunta: ";Hay algo demasiado dificil para
mi?"

Las Escrituras estan llenas de instancias de ";Hay algo
demasiado dificil para el Sefior?" Dios vino a Abraham y
Sara después de esperar un cuarto de siglo por un hijo.
(Génesis 18:14) Job dijo: "Sé que todo lo puedes™. (Job 42:2)
El profeta Isaias dijo: "El Sefior es el Sefior eterno, el
Creador de los confines de la tierra. El no se cansara ni se
cansard". (Isaias 40:28) Nuestro Sefior Jesus dijo: "Lo que
es imposible para los hombres es posible para Dios". (Lucas
18:27) Ese es nuestro Dios. Es todopoderoso, es
Todopoderoso y tiene un poder ilimitado. Nunca se cansa ni
se frustra. Todo lo que hace, lo hace sin esfuerzo, ya sea




effortlessly, whether
answering a prayer.

it's creating a universe or

Examine his power based upon those promises.

1. His power in Creation.

"The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies declare
the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth
speech; night after night they display knowledge."
(Psalm 19:1-2) Every one of us has stood and gazed over
a mountain range or looked out over the ocean. Perhaps
you've flown on an airplane and stared at the horizon and
marveled at God's awesome power and design. Every
moment creation is a witness of the reality that our God
is all powerful.

I read not long ago that each second, our sun emits more
energy and raw power than has been used on the face of
the earth throughout history—each second. Scientists
say that if nothing were to happen to interrupt it our sun
will burn for thirty billion more years. Our sun is one of
one hundred billion stars in the Milky Way Galaxy
which is one of one trillion galaxies. Our God spoke
those things into existence. He just said, "Let there be
light and there was light. He said, "Stars," and stars were
everywhere. That's what | call power. Surely, David
knew exactly what he was talking about when he said,
"Only a fool says in his heart there is no God." (Psalms
14:1)

2. His power found in the miracles

But it's not just Creation that proclaims it. The
tremendous power found in the miracles in Scripture
proclaims His mighty power. The parting of the Red
Sea, the fall of the wall of Jericho, the day the sun stood
still, the dead raised to life and then the miracles
culminated in the life of Jesus. Jesus is the supreme
example of God's great power. Nobody ever did and
nobody ever claimed to do all that our Lord did. He
demonstrated power over nature. He walked on water,
he calmed the storms and he spoke to a tree and it
withered. He had power over illness, healing the blind,
the lame, the deaf and the lepers. Jesus raised the dead
on three occasions. He broke the shackles of the grave
himself. Jesus even demonstrated power over Satan and
all of his evil forces. On one occasion, he commanded a
whole legion of demons to come out of a man and go
into a bunch of pigs. That’s just the hem of the garment.
But we've touched enough for jaws to drop, knees to
shake and voices to tremble. God's power is awesome.

3. God wants to share his power with you.

The truly amazing thing is that God wants to share his
power with you. "And his incomparably great power for
us who believe. That power is like the working of his
mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand

creando un universo o respondiendo una oracion.
Examine su poder basado en esas promesas.

1. Su poder en la Creacion.

"Los cielos cuentan la gloria de Dios, los cielos cuentan la
obra de sus manos. Dia tras dia derraman palabras, noche
tras noche muestran conocimiento”. (Salmo 19:1-2) Cada
uno de nosotros se ha parado y contemplado una cadena
montafiosa 0 contemplado el océano. Tal vez hayas volado
en un avién y hayas mirado el horizonte y te hayas
maravillado del asombroso poder y disefio de Dios. Cada
momento de la creacion es testigo de la realidad de que
nuestro Dios es todopoderoso.

Lei no hace mucho que cada segundo, nuestro sol emite méas
energia y potencia bruta que la que se ha utilizado sobre la
faz de la tierra a lo largo de la historia, cada segundo. Los
cientificos dicen que si nada sucediera que lo interrumpiera,
nuestro sol arderia durante treinta mil millones de afios més.
Nuestro sol es una de las cien mil millones de estrellas de la
Via Lactea, que es una de un billon de galaxias. Nuestro Dios
hablo esas cosas a la existencia. Simplemente dijo: "Hagase
la luz y la luz se hizo". Dijo: "Estrellas”, y las estrellas
estaban en todas partes. dice en su corazon que no hay Dios.”
(Salmos 14:1)

2. Su poder se encuentra en los milagros

Pero no es sélo la Creacién la que lo proclama. El tremendo
poder que se encuentra en los milagros de las Escrituras
proclama Su gran poder. La divisién del Mar Rojo, la caida
del muro de Jerico, el dia que el sol se detuvo, los muertos
resucitaron y luego los milagros culminaron en la vida de
Jesus. Jesus es el ejemplo supremo del gran poder de Dios.
Nadie nunca hizo y nadie nunca afirmé hacer todo lo que
hizo nuestro Sefior. Demostré poder sobre la naturaleza.
Camind sobre el agua, calmo las tormentas y le habl6 a un
arbol y se sec6. Tenia poder sobre la enfermedad, sanando a
los ciegos, los cojos, los sordos y los leprosos. JesUs resucitd
a los muertos en tres ocasiones. EI mismo rompi6 los
grilletes de la tumba. Jesus incluso demostr6 poder sobre
Satands y todas sus fuerzas malignas. En una ocasion,
ordené a toda una legion de demonios que salieran de un
hombre y entraran en una manada de cerdos. Eso es solo el
dobladillo de la prenda. Pero nos hemos tocado lo suficiente
como para que las mandibulas se caigan, las rodillas
tiemblen y las voces tiemblen. El poder de Dios es
asombroso.

3. Dios quiere compartir su poder contigo.

Lo verdaderamente sorprendente es que Dios quiere
compartir su poder contigo. "Y su poder incomparablemente
grande para nosotros los que creemos. Ese poder es como la
accion de su poderosa fuerza, la cual ejercié en Cristo
cuando lo resucité de entre los muertos y lo senté a su diestra
en los lugares celestiales". (Efesios 1:19-20) Ahora espero
que haya entendido lo que se decia. Eso es increible. Dios




in the heavenly realms." (Ephesians 1:19-20) Now |
hope you understood what was being said. That's
incredible. God wants to share his limitless power with
you, the same power that fuels the sun, the same power
that spoke the ocean into existence, the same mighty
power that raised Christ from the dead. He wants to
channel that power through you and through me.

There are people everywhere who go through life,
powerless. They just walk along as victims. They see
themselves as victims of their circumstances, victims of
society, victims of other people and victims of unfair
treatment. They go through life weak, miserable and
getting by. God says, "I want to give you power. | want
to give you power to do some incredible things." What
incredible things?

a. The power to conquer sin in your life "Therefore,
there is now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law
of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin
and death.” (Romans 8:1-2) "Those who walk by the
sinful nature they do the things of the sinful nature,
but those who walk by the Spirit, they don't do the
things of the sinful nature, they find themselves
walking by the Spirit's life." (v. 5)

Is anybody here a slave to sin? Do you keep falling
to the same temptation over and over and over
again? Every time you say “I'm sorry, I'm never
going to do that again,” and lo and behold, you do it
again, and again, and again. If the truth be told, that
sin is your master. But do you know that God didn't
design it to work that way, and that he will give you
the power to break that cycle? He will.

b. Power for peace in your life. "The mind of sinful man
is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life
and peace." (Romans 8:6) Maybe you can't readily
think of one sin that is controlling you, you're just
sitting there saying, "I'm just kind of blah, 1 don't
know what life is all about. | don't have a peace of
my existence. | don't understand." God is giving you
the power to have that peace.

c. Empower your prayer life through his Spirit living
in you. “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our
weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray
for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with
groans that words cannot express.” (Romans 8:26)

d. Power to overcome circumstances. "And we know
that in all things God works for the good of those
who love him, who have been called according to
his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) God wants to empower
you to live above your circumstances.

Have you ever asked anybody, "How are you

quiere compartir su poder ilimitado contigo, el mismo poder
que alimenta al sol, el mismo poder que hablo el océano a la
existencia, el mismo gran poder que resucitd a Cristo de
entre los muertos. El quiere canalizar ese poder a través de
ti y de mi.

Hay personas en todas partes que van por la vida,
impotentes. Simplemente caminan como victimas. Se ven a
si mismos como victimas de sus circunstancias, victimas de
la sociedad, victimas de otras personas y victimas de un trato
injusto. Van por la vida débiles, miserables y sobreviviendo.
Dios dice: "Quiero darte poder. Quiero darte poder para
hacer cosas increibles". ;Qué cosas increibles?

a. El poder de conquistar el pecado en tu vida "Ahora, pues,
ninguna condenacion hay para los que estan en Cristo
Jesus, porque en Cristo JesUs la ley del Espiritu de vida
me libré de la ley del pecado y de la muerte". (Romanos
8:1-2) "Los que andan por la naturaleza pecaminosa, las
cosas de la naturaleza pecaminosa hacen; pero los que
andan por el Espiritu, no hacen las cosas de la naturaleza
pecaminosa, se encuentran andando por la vida del
Espiritu". (v. 5)

¢Hay alguien aqui esclavo del pecado? ¢ Sigues cayendo
en lamismatentacién unay otra vez? Cada vez que dices
“Lo siento, nunca mas volveré a hacer eso”, y he aqui
que lo haces una, y otra, y otra vez. A decir verdad, ese
pecado es tu amo. Pero, ¢sabes que Dios no lo disefio
para que funcionara de esa maneray que te dara el poder
para romper ese ciclo? El lo hara.

b. Poder para la paz en tu vida. "La mente del hombre
pecador es muerte, pero la mente controlada por el
Espiritu es vida y paz". (Romanos 8: 6) Tal vez no
puedas pensar facilmente en un pecado que te esta
controlando, simplemente estas sentado alli diciendo:
"Soy un poco bla, no sé de qué se trata la vida. Yo no
tengo paz de mi existencia. No entiendo. Dios te esta
dando el poder para tener esa paz.

f. Fortalece tu vida de oracién a través de su Espiritu
viviendo en ti. “Asi también el Espiritu nos ayuda en
nuestra debilidad. No sabemos por qué debemos orar,
pero el Espiritu mismo intercede por nosotros con
gemidos que las palabras no pueden expresar”.
(Romanos 8:26)

g. Poder para superar las circunstancias.. ™Y sabemos que
a los que aman a Dios, todas las cosas les ayudan a bien,
esto es, a los que conforme a su proposito han sido
llamados”. (Romanos 8:28) Dios quiere empoderarte
para vivir por encima de tus circunstancias.

¢Alguna vez le has preguntado a alguien, "¢Cdémo
estas?" Dicen: "Supongo que lo estoy haciendo bien
dadas las circunstancias”. Siempre quiero preguntarles:
"Bueno, ¢qué estds haciendo en tus circunstancias? No




doing?" They say, "I guess I'm doing all right under
the circumstances." | always want to ask them,
"Well, what are you doing wunder your
circumstances? You've got no business being under
them. Get on top of them. God doesn't want you
under the circumstances. He doesn't want you going
through life as a victim. He will give you the power
to climb out from under those things that would
devastate you and show you something positive you
could never have seen or known otherwise.” That's
the promise of Romans 8:28.

e. Empower you to be more Christ-like. "For those
God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
to the likeness of his Son." (Romans 8:29) That is
what God wants for you more than anything else. He
wants you to be free from sin, to know peace and to
have a great prayer life. He wants you on top of your
circumstances, but more than anything else, our God
wants you to be like Jesus Christ.

Let me summarize the way God would channel
power through your life. He wants to enable you to
live the richest, fullest, happiest and most
productive life possible. No doubt some of you are
thinking, “That works for you but it doesn't work for
me. 0, I'm a Christian, I've obeyed the gospel and
I'm going to go to heaven, | guess. But I've never felt
God's power in my life. | hear those things preached,
but I don't know if it really works." That thinking
leads to the fourth and most important.

4. Does it really have application in your life?

You better believe it does. Let's look at the process of
applying his power. Most Christians don't think God's
power is in their lives to any significant degree. | base
that upon observation. | don't think most Christians
sense God's power to any significant degree. It's not
automatic. There are some things you must do to key
into it. Unless you follow God's counsel for receiving
his power, you'll live your life just as powerless and just
as defeated as an unbeliever.

So how do | apply His power on a consistent basis?

a. | admit to a lack of power in my life. Most of us
think we're omnipotent. We think we're God. We
don't say it out loud, but deep in our hearts we think:
Is there anything too difficult for me? | can do
anything and everything. If you don't believe that,
look at your schedule, you are trying to do
absolutely anything and everything. You think it's
all up to you. Somebody says, "If you burn the
candle at both ends, you're not as bright as you think
you are." A lot of us need to learn that. Sooner or
later stress, tension and frustration mounts. Then,
BOOM!

tienes por qué estar debajo de ellos. Ponte encima de
ellos. Dios no te quiere en estas circunstancias. EI no te
quiere pasando por la vida como una victima, El te dara
el poder de salir de debajo de esas cosas que te
devastarian y te mostrard algo positivo que nunca
podrias haber visto o conocido de otra manera”. Esa es
la promesa de Romanos 8:28.

h. Empoderarte para ser mas como Cristo."Porque a los
que Dios conocié de antemano, también los predestind
para que fueran hechos conforme a la semejanza de su
Hijo". (Romanos 8:29) Eso es lo que Dios quiere para ti
mas que cualquier otra cosa. El quiere que seas libre del
pecado, que conozcas la paz y que tengas una gran vida
de oracion. El quiere que estés por encima de tus
circunstancias, pero méas que nada, nuestro Dios quiere
que seas como Jesucristo.

Permiteme resumir la forma en que Dios canalizaria el
poder a través de tu vida. El quiere permitirte vivir la
vida mas rica, plena, feliz y productiva posible. Sin
duda, algunos de ustedes estaran pensando: “Eso
funciona para ustedes pero no funciona para mi. 0, soy
cristiano, he obedecido el evangelio y me voy a ir al
cielo, supongo. Pero nunca he sentido el poder de Dios
en mi vida. Escucho que se predican esas cosas, pero no
s¢ si realmente funciona.” Ese pensamiento lleva al
cuarto y méas importante.

4. ;Realmente tiene aplicacién en tu vida?

Serd mejor que creas que si. Veamos el proceso de aplicar
su poder. La mayoria de los cristianos no creen que el poder
de Dios esté en sus vidas en un grado significativo. Lo baso
en la observacién. No creo que la mayoria de los cristianos
sientan el poder de Dios en un grado significativo. No es
automatico. Hay algunas cosas que debe hacer para
introducirlo. A menos que sigas el consejo de Dios para
recibir su poder, viviras tu vida tan impotente y derrotado
como un incrédulo.

Entonces, ,como aplico Su poder de manera consistente?

a. Admito una falta de poder en mi vida. La mayoria de
nosotros pensamos que SOmMOS omnipotentes.
Creemos que somos Dios. No lo decimos en voz alta,
pero en el fondo de nuestro corazén pensamos: ¢Hay
algo demasiado dificil para mi? Puedo hacer
cualquier cosa y todo. Si no lo cree, mire su horario,
esta tratando de hacer absolutamente cualquier cosa
y todo. Crees que todo depende de ti. Alguien dice:
""Si quemas la vela por ambos extremos, no eres tan
brillante como crees”. Muchos de nosotros
necesitamos aprender eso. Tarde o temprano el
estrés, la tension y la frustracion aumentan.
Entonces, jBOOM!

Hoy en dia se habla mucho de la crisis de la mediana




There's a lot of talk today about a mid-life crisis. A
mid-life crisis really is simply waking up to your
limitations. It's realizing that you're not God. It's
realizing that you can't control everything, you're
not going to reach every goal, you are a human
being, you're weak and you're getting older. Your
body is settling, and your hairline is receding.

What do you do when you realize that you're weak?
Listen to God! Paul said, "But He said to me, ‘My
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness.' Therefore, | will boast all the
more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's
power may rest on me." (2 Corinthians 12:9) If you
will not admit your weakness, forget the power of
God. As long as you pretend to be self-sufficient you
short-circuit God's power in your life. As long as
you feel I've got life by the tail, then God will step
back and say, "Okay, take it. Let's see what it does
to you."

Believe in faith. This is the key—write it down and
inscribe it on your heart. The key to God
channeling power in our lives is faith. Jesus taught,
"Everything is possible to him who believes"
(Mark 9:23) and "' According to your faith it will be
done to you." (Matthew 9:29)

If that's true, and it is, then two critical questions
naturally follow: 1) what are you expecting God to
do in your life? and 2) what are you expecting God
to do through your life? Because he works according
to faith, God has unlimited power. Let's don't limit
him by our expectation of him. Many times, we've
talked about this, but remember God is the ultimate
power source and faith is our connector. Faith is our
conduit, and the amount of power that God channels
into our lives directly correlates to the amount of
faith that we are using to connect.

The other day my battery died, or something died,
the car wouldn't start. | fellow pull over and said,
"I've got some jumper cables." They were these little
old bitty things just made out of tinfoil. He hooked
them up to his battery and mine and it still wouldn't
crank. | thought, we can't solve it at all. Then this
other fellow came up. He had a pick-up truck. He
had everything in there. He took out jumper cables
that took two of us to carry. They were big cables,
he said, "Let me hook them up for you, son." | said,
"Okay." Sure enough, he hooked them up and
VAROOOOM! What was the difference? The
difference was neither in the recipient and the power
source, it was in the connection. It was in the
strength of that connection.

A lot of us have faith that is like a little electrical

edad. Una crisis de la mediana edad realmente es
simplemente despertar a tus limitaciones. Es darte
cuenta de que no eres Dios. Es darte cuenta de que no
puedes controlarlo todo, no vas a alcanzar todas las
metas, eres un ser humano, eres débil y te haces mayor.
Tu cuerpo se esta asentando y la linea del cabello esta
retrocediendo.

¢Qué haces cuando te das cuenta de que eres débil?
iEscucha a Dios! Pablo dijo: “Pero El me dijo: 'Mi gracia
te basta, porque mi poder se perfecciona en la debilidad.'
Por tanto, de buena gana me gloriaré mas en mis
debilidades, para que repose sobre mi el poder de
Cristo”. (2 Corintios 12:9) Si no admites tu debilidad,
olvida el poder de Dios. Mientras pretendas ser
autosuficiente, cortocircuitaras el poder de Dios en tu
vida. Mientras sientas que tengo la vida agarrada por la
cola, entonces Dios dara un paso atréas y diré: "Esta bien,
tomalo. Veamos qué te hace".

b. Cree en la fe. Esta es la clave, escribela e inscribela en
tu corazén. La clave para que Dios canalice el poder
en nuestras vidas es la fe. Jesus ensefio: ""Todo es
posible para el que cree' (Marcos 9:23) y
""Conforme a vuestra fe os sera hecho' (Mateo
9:29).

Si eso es cierto, y lo es, entonces surgen naturalmente
dos preguntas criticas: 1) ¢Qué esperas que Dios haga en
tu vida? y 2) ¢Qué esperas que Dios haga a través de tu
vida? Debido a que obra segun la fe, Dios tiene poder
ilimitado. No lo limitemos por nuestra expectativa de él.
Muchas veces hemos hablado de esto, pero recuerda que
Dios es la fuente de poder maxima y la fe es nuestro
conector. La fe es nuestro conducto, y la cantidad de
poder que Dios canaliza en nuestras vidas se
correlaciona directamente con la cantidad de fe que
usamos para conectarnos.

El otro dia se me muri6 la bateria, o se me muri6 algo,
el coche no arrancaba. Me detuve y dije: "Tengo algunos
cables puente". Eran estas cositas viejas hechas de papel
de aluminio. Los conectd a su bateria ya la mia y todavia
no arrancaba. Pensé, no podemos resolverlo en absoluto.
Luego apareci6 este otro tipo. Tenia una camioneta. Lo
tenia todo ahi. Saco los cables de puente que nos llevo a
dos de nosotros para llevar. Eran cables grandes, dijo:
"Déjame conectarlos por ti, hijo". Dije: "Esta bien".
Efectivamente, los conecté y jVAROOOOOM! ;Cual
fue la diferencia? La diferencia no estaba en el receptor
y la fuente de energia, estaba en la conexion. Estaba en
la fuerza de esa conexion.

Muchos de nosotros tenemos fe en que es como un
pequefio cable eléctrico para un tomacorriente de 110y
Dios quiere que tengamos cable para que realmente
podamos conocer el poder. Vince Hefner dijo una vez:
"Dios nos ha dado el poder de una bomba atémica y, sin




cord for a 110-outlet and God wants us to have cable
so that we can really know the power. Vince Hefner
once said, "God has given us an atomic bomb power
and yet we live firecracker lives." There is not a
problem too big for God. There is no request he
cannot handle. Then the issue is my faith. What am
I willing to believe? If you want to see God's power
in your life, you must first believe in faith.

Speak in faith. I find most preachers leave this out.
Paul says, "It is written: (and he quotes Psalm 116)
'l believed; therefore | have spoken." With that same
spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak."
(2 Corinthians 4:13) Paul says, "After you believe,
you also need to speak.” You must verbalize your
faith. There must be an announcement of what
you're intending to see God do. You don't just think
it; you announce it and speak it. Folks, that's what a
goal is. A goal is a statement of faith. Now if you
don't believe in God or if you're not following the
prescription, then your goal is only a statement of
faith in your own power. But a well-crafted goal can
and should be a statement of faith in God's power. |
believe God can and will bless my life this way.

Well-constructed goals are statements of faith. The
size of your goals is determined by the size of your
God. You show me the goals in your life and I'll
show you what you really think in the power of God.
How many of you have a goal “I believe God will
use me to bless hundreds of people.” He can. The
question is: Do you believe that and will you state
that? If you've got a family that's fractured right
now, do you believe that God can use you to be the
spark of light and blessing in your family? He can.
Do you believe that? Would you say it? Folks, it's
very important that you announce your faith. James
says, "The tongue is the rudder of your life. It sets
the direction, it charts the course.” It has the power
of life and it has the power of death.

What are you saying about your marriage? What are
you saying about your job? What are you saying
about your finances? What are you saying about
your children? What are you saying about your
church? Many of you are sitting around waiting for
God to do something in your lives, but you're short-
circuiting it all by the way you talk. You say you
believe it but then deny it by your complaints. How
many times have | heard somebody say, "Well, I'm
praying God will save my marriage, but it's the
pits?" They say, "I'm praying my kids will make the
right choices, oh, but sometimes | think they're
hopeless.” Or, "I believe that God has the power to
allow me to break those bad habits, but that's just the
way | am." Don't short-circuit God’s power by your
thoughts and utterances. God's power is not

embargo, vivimos vidas de petardos". No hay problema
demasiado grande para Dios. No hay peticion que él no
pueda manejar. Entonces el problema es mi fe. ;Qué
estoy dispuesto a creer? Si quieres ver el poder de Dios
en tu vida, primero debes creer en la fe.

C. Habla con fe. Encuentro que la mayoria de los
predicadores dejan esto fuera. Pablo dice: “Escrito
esta: (y cita el Salmo 116) 'Crei, por eso hablé'. Con
ese mismo espiritu de fe también nosotros creemos y
por eso hablamos”. (2 Corintios 4:13) Pablo dice:
"Después de creer, también es necesario que
habléis. Debes verbalizar tu fe. Debe haber un
anuncio de lo que pretendes que Dios haga. No solo
lo piensas; lo anuncias y lo hablas. Amigos, eso es lo
gue es un objetivo. Una meta es una declaracion de
fe. Ahora bien, si no crees en Dios 0 si no estas
siguiendo la receta, entonces tu objetivo es solo una
declaracion de fe en tu propio poder. Pero una meta
bien disefiada puede y debe ser una declaracion de fe
en el poder de Dios. Creo que Dios puede y bendecira
mi vida de esta manera.

Las metas bien construidas son declaraciones de fe. El
tamafio de tus metas esta determinado por el tamafio de
tu Dios. Muéstrame las metas en tu vida y yo te mostraré
lo que realmente piensas en el poder de Dios. ¢ Cuantos
de ustedes tienen la meta “Creo que Dios me usara para
bendecir a cientos de personas”? El puede. La pregunta
es: ¢Crees eso y lo afirmaras? Si tienes una familia que
esta fracturada en este momento, ¢crees que Dios puede
usarte para ser la chispa de luz y bendicion en tu familia?
El puede. ;Crees eso? ;Lo dirias? Amigos, es muy
importante que anuncien su fe. Santiago dice: "La
lengua es el timén de tu vida. Establece la direccion,
traza el rumbo”. Tiene el poder de la vida y tiene el poder
de la muerte.

¢ Qué dices de tu matrimonio? ;Qué estas diciendo sobre
tu trabajo? ¢ Qué dices de tus finanzas? ;Qué dices de tus
hijos? ¢ Qué estas diciendo acerca de tu iglesia? Muchos
de ustedes estan sentados esperando que Dios haga algo
en sus vidas, pero lo estan cortocircuitando todo por la
forma en que hablan. Dices que lo crees pero luego lo
niegas con tus quejas. ¢Cuantas veces he escuchado a
alguien decir: "Bueno, estoy orando para que Dios salve
mi matrimonio, pero son los pozos?" Dicen: "Rezo para
gue mis hijos tomen las decisiones correctas, oh, pero a
veces pienso que no tienen remedio™. O, "Creo que Dios
tiene el poder de permitirme romper esos malos habitos,
pero asi soy". No cortocircuite el poder de Dios con sus
pensamientos y declaraciones. Dios' El poder de s no es
automatico. Primero debe admitir que necesita Su poder,
creer con fe que El puede suplir su necesidad, y hablar y
actuar con fe.

d. Actua con fe.Este punto es vital y la mayoria de la gente




automatic. You must first admit you need His
power, believe in faith that He can supply your need,
and speak and act in faith.

d. Actin faith. This point is vital and most people miss
it. If you want God's power in your life, you step out
in advance before the power is released. See, God
wants you to take an action for him before you ever
feel anything. Did you catch that? Somebody says,
"Are you saying that I've got to act as if | have the
power, even though | don't yet have the power, in
order to get the power?" Yes. That's acting in faith.
You go ahead and act in faith before you feel it and
God rewards it. You don't wait for a feeling.

Some of you right now are waiting for a feeling.
You're waiting for God to move you. “I'm waiting
for a feeling in order to get involved in a ministry.”
“I'm waiting for that one sermon to suddenly just
move me and I'll plug right in.” Some are saying
“I'm waiting for God to move me to give
generously.” "I'm waiting for God to move me to
share my faith at work." "'I'm waiting for God to give
me the feeling to get my marriage in order." If the
only time that you do things is when you feel like it,
rest assured, the devil will make sure you never feel
like it. He has tremendous influence over our
emotions. You've got to act in faith. Take the step
before you feel like it, whether you ever feel like it
or not. Immaturity is living by your feelings, and
maturity is living by faith, your commitments. So
act now.

Many people miss God's blessing because they've
never tried. If you don't try, you don't receive the
power.

Do you remember when Peter had fished all night
without catching anything? Jesus said, "Peter, | want
you to go out, launch out into the deep, (and
remember those great words) and cast your nets.”
(Luke 5:6) Peter said "Lord, we've fished all night.
They're not biting." He said, "I didn't ask if they
were biting, | didn't ask if you felt like going, | said
launch out into the deep." What did Peter do? He
launched out into the deep and the nets began to
break and the boats began to sink. You act in faith.

The children of Israel were finally going to cross the
Jordan River into the Promised Land under Joshua.
They put the Ark of the Covenant on the shoulders
of the priests carrying it by the poles and Joshua
said, "Walk, walk right into the water and as you
walk into the water don't worry, it's going to
subside.” I've often wondered what they thought as
they got close to the edge and they felt the water hit
their toes, then their ankles and maybe mid-calf.
Were they wondering, “What are we doing here?”

lo pasa por alto. Si quieres el poder de Dios en tu vida,
da un paso adelante antes de que se libere el poder. Mira,
Dios quiere que tomes una accién por él antes de que
sientas algo. ¢Captaste eso? Alguien dice: "¢Estas
diciendo que tengo que actuar como si tuviera el poder,
aunque todavia no tengo el poder, para obtener el
poder?" Si. Eso es actuar con fe. Sigue adelante y actla
con fe antes de que lo sientas y Dios lo recompense. No
esperas un sentimiento.

Algunos de ustedes ahora mismo estan esperando un
sentimiento. Estas esperando que Dios te mueva. “Estoy
esperando un sentimiento para involucrarme en un
ministerio”. “Estoy esperando que ese sermén de
repente me conmueva y me conecte de inmediato”.
Algunos dicen: "Estoy esperando que Dios me mueva a
dar generosamente”. "Estoy esperando que Dios me
mueva a compartir mi fe en el trabajo". "Estoy
esperando que Dios me dé la sensacion de poner mi
matrimonio en orden”. Si la Unica vez que haces las
cosas es cuando te apetece, tranquilo, el diablo se
encargara de que nunca te apetezca. El tiene una
tremenda influencia sobre nuestras emociones. Tienes
gue actuar con fe. Da el paso antes de que te apetezca, te
apetezca 0 no. La inmadurez es vivir por tus
sentimientos, y la madurez es vivir por fe, tus
compromisos Asi que actlia ahora.

Mucha gente se pierde la bendicién de Dios porque
nunca lo ha intentado. Si no lo intentas, no recibes el
poder.

¢Recuerdas cuando Pedro habia pescado toda la noche
sin pescar nada? Jesus dijo: "Pedro, quiero que salgas y
te lances mar adentro (y recuerda esas grandes palabras)
y arrojes las redes". (Lucas 5:6) Pedro dijo: "Sefior,
hemos pescado toda la noche. No muerden*. El dijo: *No
pregunté si estaban mordiendo, no pregunté si tenias
ganas de ir, dije que te lanzaras a lo profundo". ;Qué
hizo Pedro? Se lanz6 mar adentro y las redes empezaron
a romperse y las barcas empezaron a hundirse. Actdas
con fe.

Los hijos de Israel finalmente iban a cruzar el rio Jordan
hacia la Tierra Prometida bajo Josué. Pusieron el Arca
de la Alianza sobre los hombros de los sacerdotes
Ilevandola por los postes y Josué dijo: "Camina, camina
directamente hacia el agua y mientras caminas hacia el
agua no te preocupes, se va a calmar". A menudo me he
preguntado qué pensaron cuando se acercaron al borde
y sintieron que el agua les golpeaba los dedos de los pies,
luego los tobillos y tal vez la mitad de la pantorrilla. ¢Se
estaban preguntando, ";Qué estamos haciendo aqui?"
Pero, de repente, el agua retrocedi6 y cruzaron
caminando sobre suelo seco.

Pedro en Mateo 14 vio al Sefior caminando sobre el
agua. Salid y actud en fe recibiendo el poder de caminar




But all of a sudden the water just backed up and they
walked across on dry ground.

Peter in Matthew 14 saw the Lord walking on the
water. He stepped out and he acted in faith receiving
the power to walk on that water. Many of you are
waiting thinking you are waiting on God. But, God
is waiting on you. The power is there to heal
whatever is really injurious in your life. He just
wants you to admit you need it, believe in faith,
speak in faith, then step out and act in faith. “Is
anything too difficult for me?” No, nothing is too
difficult for God. Amazing Grace #1272 Steve Flatt July 14, 1996

Chapter 2
If A Man Dies, Will He Live
Again?

"If a man dies, will he live again?" (Job 14:14) is a
question that has haunted the mind of every man and
woman who has ever lived. From the dawn of creation
it has been an enigma to the mind of man. Solomon
wrote Ecclesiastes something like his journal. He was
perplexed; he had more questions than answers. "All go
to the same place, all come from dust and to dust all
return. Who knows if the spirit of man rises upward?"
(Ecclesiastes 3:20) Though Job offered no answer to his
guestion and though Solomon went through a period
where he had more questions than answers, the Scripture
gives an emphatically clear answer to the question if a
man dies, will he live again? YES! YES! A hundred
times YES!

"For God so loved the world that he gave his only
begotten Son that whosoever believeth on him would
not perish, but have” (What?) “Everlasting life.” (John
3:16) Jesus told Martha, the sister of Lazarus who had
just died, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who
believes in me will live, even though he dies; and
whoever lives and believes in me will never die." (John
11:25) He said to his disciples, | am about to leave you
but “In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not
so, | would have told you. | am going there to prepare a
place for you. And if | go and prepare a place for you, |
will come back and take you to be with me that you also
may be where I am.” (John 14:2-3)

1 Corinthians 15 and 1 Thessalonians 4 are great
chapters about the return of Jesus. Finally, the aged
Apostle John is given the opportunity in a vision to see
heaven itself. He gives it a magnificent description; |
guess the best you can do in human language. My
favorite part is his description of Jesus’ Church as a
bride beautifully dressed for her husband. (Revelation
20:1-7) If aman dies, will he live again? Oh, yes he will.

sobre el agua. Muchos de ustedes estan esperando
pensando que estan esperando en Dios. Pero, Dios te
estd esperando. El poder estd ahi para sanar cualquier
cosa que sea realmente dafiina en tu vida. El solo quiere
gue admita que lo necesita, crea con fe, hable con fe,
luego dé un paso adelante y actie con fe. "¢Hay algo
demasiado dificil para mi?" No, nada es demasiado
dificil para DiOS.Amazing Grace # 1272 Steve Flatt 14 de julio de 1996

Capitulo 2

Si un hombre muere, ¢volvera a
Vivir?

"Si un hombre muere, ;volvera a vivir?" (Job 14:14) es una
pregunta que ha rondado la mente de cada hombre y mujer
gue ha vivido. Desde los albores de la creacion ha sido un
enigma para la mente del hombre. Salomon escribio
Eclesiastés algo asi como su diario. Estaba perplejo; tenia
mas preguntas que respuestas. "Todos van al mismo lugar,
todos vienen del polvo y al polvo todos regresan. ¢Quién
sabe si el espiritu del hombre sube hacia arriba?"
(Eclesiastés 3:20) Aungue Job no ofreci6é respuesta a su
pregunta y aunque Salomén pasé por un periodo en el que
tuvo mas preguntas que respuestas, la Escritura da una
respuesta enfaticamente clara a la pregunta si un hombre
muere, ¢volvera a vivir? jSi! jSi! jCien veces Si!

“Porque de tal manera amé Dios al mundo que dio a su Hijo
unigénito para que todo aquel gque en él cree no se pierda,
sino que tenga” (;Qué?) “vida eterna”. (Juan 3:16) Jesus le
dijo a Marta, la hermana de Lazaro que acababa de morir:
"Yo soy la resurreccion y la vida. EI que cree en mi vivira,
aunque muera; y el que vive y cree en mi, no morira jamas.”
(Juan 11:25) El dijo a sus discipulos: Estoy a punto de
dejarlos pero “En la casa de mi Padre hay muchas moradas;
si no fuera asi, les habria dicho Yo voy alla, para prepararos
lugar, y si fuere y os preparare lugar, volveré, y os llevaré
conmigo, para que donde yo estoy, también vosotros. (Juan
14:2-3)

1 Corintios 15 y 1 Tesalonicenses 4 son grandes capitulos
sobre el regreso de Jesus. Finalmente, al anciano Apdstol
Juan se le da la oportunidad en una vision de ver el cielo
mismo. El le da una descripcion magnifica; Supongo que lo
mejor que puedes hacer en lenguaje humano. Mi parte
favorita es su descripcion de la Iglesia de Jesis como una
novia hermosamente vestida para su esposo. (Apocalipsis
20:1-7) Si un hombre muere, ¢volveraa vivir? Oh, si lo haré.

Pero sabemos que gran parte de nuestro mundo no cree eso,
ni siquiera gran parte del mundo religioso lo cree. Una
encuesta de Gallup que analiz6 nuestras creencias religiosas
como pais indico que el 94 por ciento de todos los
estadounidenses creen en Dios. Eso es alentador, ¢no? Me
sorprendié que el 84 por ciento de los Estados Unidos crea




But we know much of our world doesn't believe that, not
even much of the religious world believes it. A Gallup
poll that looked at our religious beliefs as a country
indicated that 94 percent of all Americans believe in
God. That's encouraging, isn't it? I was surprised that 84
percent of America believes that Jesus is the Son of God,
not just a great man. But less than 70 percent of America
believe that there will be a heaven and significantly less
than half believe that there is a literal hell.

Our religious culture has no room today for eternity. We
have stripped faith of its eternal dimensions. Heaven has
become just learning how to live the good life. Hell has
just become the self-induced trauma that we have when
we don't. We, who don’t believe that sometimes, maybe
even oft-times, act like we believe it. We become so
absorbed with the propaganda of our culture, so
absorbed in the quest for things and status, and so caught
up with what | call the "Gospel of NOW," we tend to
lose sight of eternity, don't we?

Have any of you ever seen that movie Heaven Can Wait?
The plot of the movie was a professional football
quarterback who was called home to heaven early in an
accident. When he gets there in heaven, the angel talks
to him and says, "Oh no, we've made a mistake." The
whole plot of the movie is how can we get him back
down on earth so he can play in the Super Bowl. | mean
after all, who would want to go to heaven when you can
play in the Super Bowl!? Do you see how insidious it is?
We Christians watching the movie were sitting there
going, "Yes, Yes, get him back, get him back, get him
back."

| think if the truth be told, we're a lot like little Tommy
in the Sunday School class. The teacher asked "How
many of you want to go to heaven?" Everybody raised
their hand except little Tommy. The teacher looked at
Tommy and said, "Tommy, don't you want to go to
heaven one day?" He said, "Oh, one day. | thought you
meant right now."

Oh yes, | want to go to heaven ONE day, like that one
day I'm going on that African safari, one day I'll try sky
diving, one day I'll really climb up and clean out the attic
and that one day that down in our hearts we think will
never really come.

We've lost sight of eternity. We've lost the depth of the
meaning of Hebrews 9:27, "It is appointed unto man
once to die and after that the judgment." We've lost the
meaning of Acts 17:31, "Because he has fixed the day
upon which he will judge the world with righteousness
by a man whom he has appointed and of this he has
given assurance by raising him from the dead." The
resurrection of the dead means a lot of things, but here's
one thing it means: The God who is able to raise Jesus

que Jesus es el Hijo de Dios, no solo un gran hombre. Pero
menos del 70 por ciento de los estadounidenses cree que
habra un cielo y significativamente menos de la mitad cree
que hay un infierno literal.

Nuestra cultura religiosa no tiene lugar hoy para la eternidad.
Hemos despojado a la fe de sus dimensiones eternas. El cielo
se ha convertido simplemente en aprender a vivir la buena
vida. El infierno se ha convertido en el trauma autoinducido
que tenemos cuando no lo tenemos. Nosotros, que no
creemos eso a veces, tal vez incluso muchas veces, actuamos
como si lo creyéramos. Estamos tan absortos en la
propaganda de nuestra cultura, tan absortos en la busqueda
de cosas y estatus, y tan atrapados en lo que yo llamo el
"Evangelio del AHORA", que tendemos a perder de vista la
eternidad, ¢no es asi?

¢Alguno de ustedes ha visto esa pelicula Heaven Can Wait?
La trama de la pelicula era un mariscal de campo de fatbol
profesional que fue Ilamado a casa en el cielo temprano en
un accidente. Cuando llega al cielo, el angel le habla y le
dice: "Oh, no, nos hemos equivocado™. Toda la trama de la
pelicula es cdmo podemos traerlo de regreso a la tierra para
gue pueda jugar en el Super Bowl. Quiero decir, después de
todo, ¢quién querria ir al cielo cuando puedes jugar en el
Super Bowl? ¢Ves lo insidioso que es? Los cristianos que
veiamos la pelicula estdbamos sentados alli diciendo: "Si, si,
tréelo de vuelta, traelo de vuelta, tréelo de vuelta”.

Creo que, a decir verdad, nos parecemos mucho al pequefio
Tommy en la clase de escuela dominical. EI maestro
preguntd ";Cuéntos de ustedes quieren ir al cielo?" Todos
levantaron la mano menos el pequefio Tommy. La maestra
mir6 a Tommy y dijo: "Tommy, ¢no quieres ir al cielo algiin
dia?". El dijo: "Oh, un dia. Pensé que te referias a ahora
mismo".

Oh, si, quiero ir al cielo UN dia, asi un dia voy a ir a ese
safari africano, un dia probaré el paracaidismo, un dia
realmente subiré y limpiaré el atico y ese dia que en nuestros
corazones pensamos que nunca llegara realmente.

Hemos perdido de vista la eternidad. Hemos perdido la
profundidad del significado de Hebreos 9:27, "Esta
establecido que el hombre muera una vez, y después el
juicio". Hemos perdido el significado de Hechos 17:31,
"porque ha fijado el dia en que juzgara al mundo con justicia
por un varén a quien ha designado, y de esto ha dado
seguridad resucitdndolo de entre los muertos". La
resurreccion de los muertos significa muchas cosas, pero
aqui hay una cosa que significa: El Dios que puede levantar
a JesUs de entre los muertos puede juzgar al mundo entero
en base a lo que hacen con Jesus, El Cristo.

Cuando era nifio, escuchaba muchos sermones sobre la
eternidad, el cielo y el infierno. Parecia que habia escuchado
mas sobre el infierno. Tal vez solo los recordé por mas
tiempo. Pensé, si alguna vez tengo la oportunidad de




up from the dead is able to judge the entire world based
upon what they do with Jesus, The Christ.

When | was a boy growing up, | heard a lot of sermons
about eternity, heaven and hell. It seemed like | heard
more on hell. Maybe | just remembered those longer. |
thought, if | ever get a chance to preach, | don't think I'm
going to preach like that, I think I'm going to preach like
Jesus preached. Then I grew up and | read the Bible. |
found out that nobody preached more about heaven and
hell than the man, Jesus of Nazareth.

If you don't believe it, read his statements in Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John. Nobody was calling his listeners
more often to weigh temporal gain against eternal
consequences than Jesus of Nazareth. Re-read the
parables and the Sermon on the Mount. "What would it
profit a man if he were to gain the whole world, but lose
his own soul?" "What will a man give in exchange for
his soul?" Jesus didn't come preaching about how to
change the government and he lived in a corrupt one. He
didn't come preaching about how to be healthy and
wealthy. He didn't come to try and tell men how to talk
in tongues. He came to teach about eternity and he did it
with force. This might surprise you, but nobody taught
more about hell than Jesus the Christ.

Who was it that said, "Why do you fear the one who can
destroy the body when you ought to fear the one who
can destroy both the body and soul in hell?" See the
former is “NOW?” thinking; the other is “ETERNITY”
thinking. We do a grave injustice to ourselves and to this
world if we don't answer Job's question: "If a man dies,
will he live again?" The answer is: Yes, he will. But
where? See the question isn't whether eternity or not, the
guestion is what kind of eternity, Heaven or Hell.

There is one key passage about life after our time here
on earth. “There was a rich man who was dressed in
purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. At
his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with
sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's
table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. The time
came when the beggar died and the angels carried him
to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was
buried. In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up
and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. So
he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and
send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool
my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire." But
Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime
you received your good things, while Lazarus received
bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in
agony. And besides all this, between us and you a great
chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from
here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there
to us." He answered, 'Then | beg you, father, send

predicar, no creo que vaya a predicar asi, creo que voy a
predicar como predicd JesUs. Luego creci y lei la Biblia.
Descubri que nadie predicd més sobre el cielo y el infierno
gue el hombre, Jesus de Nazaret.

Sino lo cree, lea sus declaraciones en Mateo, Marcos, Lucas
y Juan. Nadie llamaba mas a menudo a sus oyentes a sopesar
las ganancias temporales frente a las consecuencias eternas
que JesUs de Nazaret. Vuelva a leer las parabolas y el
Sermdn de la Montafia. "¢ De qué le sirve al hombre ganar el
mundo entero, pero pierde su alma?" ";Qué dara el hombre
a cambio de su alma?" Jesus no vino predicando sobre cémo
cambiar el gobierno y vivia en uno corrupto. No vino
predicando sobre como ser saludable y rico. El no vino a
tratar de decirles a los hombres como hablar en lenguas.
Vino a ensefiar sobre la eternidad y lo hizo con fuerza. Esto
podria sorprenderte, pero nadie ensefié mas sobre el infierno
gue Jesus el Cristo.

¢Quién fue el que dijo: " Por qué temes al que puede destruir
el cuerpo cuando debes temer al que puede destruir el cuerpo
y el alma en el infierno?" Vea que el primero es el
pensamiento "AHORA"; el otro es el pensamiento de
“ETERNIDAD”. Cometemos una grave injusticia con
nosotros mismos y con este mundo si no respondemos a la
pregunta de Job: "Si el hombre muere, ¢volvera a vivir?" La
respuesta es: Si, lo hara. ;Pero donde? Mira, la pregunta no
es si la eternidad o no, la pregunta es qué tipo de eternidad,
el cielo o el infierno.

Hay un pasaje clave sobre la vida después de nuestro tiempo
aqui en la tierra. “Habia un hombre rico que se vestia de
purpura y lino fino y vivia lujosamente todos los dias. A su
puerta estaba acostado un mendigo llamado Léazaro, cubierto
de llagas y deseoso de comer lo que caia de la mesa del rico.
Hasta los perros venian y le lamian las llagas. Llegd el
momento en que el mendigo murid y los angeles lo llevaron
al lado de Abraham. Murié también el rico y fue sepultado.
En el infierno, donde estaba en tormento, mird hacia arriba
y vio a Abraham a lo lejos, con Lazaro a su lado. Entonces
lo [lam@: 'Padre Abraham, ten piedad de mi'y envia a Lazaro
para que moje la punta de su dedo en agua y refresque mi
lengua, porque estoy agonizando en este fuego'. Pero
Abraham respondid: 'Hijo, recuerda que en tu vida recibiste
tus cosas buenas, mientras que Lazaro recibié cosas malas,
pero ahora él esta consolado aqui y t0 estds en agonia. Y
ademas de todo esto, entre nosotros y vosotros se ha puesto
un gran abismo, de modo que los que quieran ir de aqui a
vosotros no pueden, ni nadie puede pasar de alli a nosotros.
El respondid: 'Entonces te ruego, padre, envia a Lazaro a la
casa de mi padre, porque tengo cinco hermanos. Que les
advierta, para que no vengan ellos también a este lugar de
tormento. Abraham respondié: ‘Tienen a Moisés ya los
Profetas; que los escuchen.' '‘No, padre Abraham’, dijo, 'pero
si alguno de los muertos va a ellos, se arrepentiran.’ El le
dijo: 'Si no escuchan a Moisés y a los profetas, no se
convenceran ni aunque alguno resucite de entre los




Lazarus to my father's house, for I have five brothers.
Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to
this place of torment.' Abraham replied, "They have
Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.' “'No,
father Abraham," he said, 'but if someone from the dead
goes to them, they will repent.' He said to him, ‘If they
do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.”” (Luke
16:19-31)

Five elementary truths about eternity can be found in the
above text.

1. Death will not end your existence.

If a man dies, will he live again? You can be sure of it.
You know death is the earth’s great equalizer. I don't
care who you are or what you have, you won't escape it.
When we hear of a poor person dying, somebody who
lives in the slums, some beggar or homeless person, it
doesn't seem to register. But when we hear that a rich
person died overnight of a heart attack, we are aghast.
That is because we tend to associate people with what
they have. Since a rich person has a lot it's going to last
for a long time. Let me tell you something, you're not
going to die a rich man. You're not going to die a poor
man. You're just going to die a man. What you have
won't make one shred of difference. You leave all your
earthly wealth, fame, honor and position behind at death.
Death is earth’s great equalizer.

Death doesn't end your existence. When you die you will
have consciousness. If | read this correctly, Abraham,
the rich man and Lazarus, they knew who they were and
they knew where they were. You will have identity. The
rich man was the rich man, Lazarus was Lazarus,
Abraham was Abraham and Isaac was Isaac. In fact you
will still be you. Apparently, there will be some degree
of memory. Did you notice how Abraham said to the
rich man, "Remember when you lived, you had your fine
things." Death doesn't end your existence.

The Sadducees were a sect of the Jews who did not
believe in the resurrection. They were always trying to
trip Jesus up. So they asked him "Lord, teacher, tell us
this. If a man had a wife and he dies, and then she
marries his brother, then he dies, and then she marries
another brother. Well let's just say that goes on 10 times,
then in the resurrection, whose wife will she be?" When
they finished the question, Jesus looked at them and
said, "You've got two problems. You don't really
believe in the power of God and you don't even know
the Scripture." He said, "Haven't you read how the
Almighty said, "I AM the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob.” And he said that long after they died. He didn't
say | WAS the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. “I
am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I'm not
the God of the dead, I'm the God of the living.” Death

muertos” (Lucas 16:19-31). entre nosotros y vosotros se ha
abierto un gran abismo, de modo que los que quieran ir de
aqui a vosotros no pueden, ni nadie puede pasar de alli a
nosotros.' El respondio: 'Entonces te ruego, padre, envia a
Léazaro a la casa de mi padre, porgque tengo cinco hermanos.
Que les advierta, para que no vengan ellos también a este
lugar de tormento. Abraham respondio: 'Tienen a Moisés ya
los Profetas; que los escuchen.' 'No, padre Abraham', dijo,
'pero si alguno de los muertos va a ellos, se arrepentiran.' El
le dijo: 'Si no escuchan a Moisés y a los profetas, no se
convenceran ni aunque alguno resucite de entre los
muertos” (Lucas 16:19-31). entre nosotros y vosotros se ha
abierto un gran abismo, de modo que los que quieran ir de
aqui a vosotros no pueden, ni nadie puede pasar de alli a
nosotros.' El respondio: 'Entonces te ruego, padre, envia a
Lazaro a la casa de mi padre, porque tengo cinco hermanos.
Que les advierta, para que no vengan ellos también a este
lugar de tormento. Abraham respondi6: 'Tienen a Moisés ya
los Profetas; que los escuchen.' 'No, padre Abraham', dijo,
'pero si alguno de los muertos va a ellos, se arrepentiran.' El
le dijo: 'Si no escuchan a Moisés y a los profetas, no se
convenceran ni aunque alguno resucite de entre los
muertos” (Lucas 16:19-31). envia a Lazaro a la casa de mi
padre, porque tengo cinco hermanos. Que les advierta, para
gue no vengan ellos también a este lugar de tormento.
Abraham respondid: Tienen a Moisés ya los Profetas; que
los escuchen.' 'No, padre Abraham’, dijo, 'pero si alguno de
los muertos va a ellos, se arrepentiran.' El le dijo: 'Si no
escuchan a Moisés y a los profetas, no se convenceran ni
aunque alguno resucite de entre los muertos” (Lucas 16:19-
31). envia a Lazaro a la casa de mi padre, porgue tengo cinco
hermanos. Que les advierta, para que no vengan ellos
también a este lugar de tormento. Abraham respondi6:
‘Tienen a Moisés ya los Profetas; que los escuchen.' ‘No,
padre Abraham', dijo, 'pero si alguno de los muertos va a
ellos, se arrepentiran.' El le dijo: 'Si no escuchan a Moisés y
a los profetas, no se convenceran ni aunque alguno resucite
de entre los muertos"™ (Lucas 16:19-31).

Cinco verdades elementales acerca de la eternidad se pueden
encontrar en el texto anterior.

1.La muerte no acabar con tu existencia.

Si un hombre muere, ¢volvera a vivir? Puedes estar seguro
de ello. Sabes que la muerte es el gran ecualizador de la
tierra. No me importa quién eres o lo que tienes, no
escaparas. Cuando oimos que se esta muriendo un pobre,
alguien que vive en los barrios bajos, algun mendigo o algin
vagabundo, parece que no se registra. Pero cuando
escuchamos que una persona rica murié de un ataque al
corazdn durante la noche, nos horrorizamos. Eso es porque
tendemos a asociar a las personas con lo que tienen. Como
una persona rica tiene mucho, le va a durar mucho tiempo.
Déjame decirte algo, no vas a morir como un hombre rico.
No vas a morir pobre. Vas a morir como un hombre. Lo que
tienes no haré ni una pizca de diferencia. Dejas atras toda tu
riqueza terrenal, fama, honor y posicién al morir. La muerte




does not end your existence.

2. There will be an immediate separation.

There will be an immediate separation. | gather that not
only from the rich man and Lazarus but also from.
Matthew 25 where Jesus talks about separating the
sheep and the goats into two separate groups, those who
will come in and receive the blessings and those who
will be outcast. Now | know some people can't believe
that our loving Almighty God would send people to hell.

I've searched my Bible through and through. I find no
place in Scripture where the Bible says God sends
anybody to hell. | find the exact opposite. "God is
patient, not wanting anybody to perish." (2 Peter 3:9)
The only reason this old world is still standing today is
because God knows that somebody is going to come to
Jesus today, and he wants them as part of the kingdom.
God says, "...I have no pleasure in the death of the
wicked..." (Ezekiel 33:11) | confess that is one way I'm
far short of God. There are times when | read of
somebody getting on an airplane as a terrorist with guns
and bomb traps and maybe they kill a couple of hostages
and are holding the rest. Every now and then a SWAT
team will come and they'll shoot them, just shoot them
right there. There is a part of me when | hear that, | say,
"YES. Good. Get the rest of them." Because | fear they
won't come to justice, otherwise. But not God, my God
has no joy in the death of a wicked person. Do you know
why? Because when that wicked person dies, he or she
is lost. God doesn’t send anyone to hell. When someone
rejects Jesus Christ and Heaven, they condemn
themselves and choose Hell.

"For God so loved the world that he sent his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him will not
perish but have everlasting life." (John 3:16) The next
verse says, "For he didn't come to condemn the world,
but he came to save the world through himself." Folks,
get this idea out of your mind. It is not that at your death
God will choose to send you to some realm of death, you
have chosen the death lifestyle for yourself right now.
All God is going to do on that great judgment day is to
declare the choices that men and women have been
making for themselves all along. That's the reality. If
you think God wants to send anybody to hell, re-look at
the cross. If there is ever proof that our God will go out
of his way to make sure anybody and hopefully
everybody will be saved, it's at the cross of Jesus Christ.
But for those who are not washed by the blood that's
offered there, they will be on the wrong end of an
immediate separation.

3. Every man's eternal destiny is unchangeable.

If heaven and hell, if paradise and torment have
anything in common, it is their unalterable fixedness,
mercy comes before the grave. I've searched my Bible

es el gran ecualizador de la tierra.

La muerte no acaba con tu existencia. Cuando mueras
tendras conciencia. Si lei bien, Abraham, el rico y Lazaro,
sabian quiénes eran y sabian donde estaban. Tendras
identidad. El hombre rico era el hombre rico, Lazaro era
Lazaro, Abraham era Abraham e Isaac era Isaac. De hecho,
seguiras siendo t0. Aparentemente, habrd algin grado de
memoria. ;Notaste como Abraham le dijo al hombre rico:
"Recuerda cuando vivias, tenias tus cosas buenas”. La
muerte no acaba con tu existencia.

Los saduceos eran una secta de judios que no creian en la
resurreccion. Siempre estaban tratando de hacer tropezar a
Jesus. Entonces le preguntaron: "Sefior, maestro, dinos esto.
Si un hombre tiene una esposa y €l muere, y luego ella se
casa con su hermano, luego €l muere, y luego ella se casa
con otro hermano. Bueno, digamos que eso continta 10
veces, luego en la resurreccion, ¢de quién sera ella esposa?"
Cuando terminaron la pregunta, Jesus los mird y les dijo:
"Tienen dos problemas. Realmente no creen en el poder de
Dios y ni siquiera conocen las Escrituras". El dijo: "¢ No has
leido como dijo el Todopoderoso: YO SOY el Dios de
Abraham, Isaac y Jacob". Y lo dijo mucho después de que
murieran. El no dijo que YO ERA el Dios de Abraham,
Isaac y Jacob. “Yo soy el Dios de Abraham, Isaac y Jacob,
y yo No soy el Dios de los muertos, soy el Dios de los
vivos.” La muerte no acaba con tu existencia.

2. Habré una separacion inmediata.

Habra una separacion inmediata. Deduzco eso no solo del
hombre rico y Lazaro, sino también de. Mateo 25 donde
Jesus habla de separar las ovejas y las cabras en dos grupos
separados, los que entraran y recibiran las bendiciones y los
gue seran marginados. Ahora sé que algunas personas no
pueden creer que nuestro amoroso Dios Todopoderoso envie
a la gente al infierno.

He buscado en mi Biblia de principio a fin. No encuentro
ningun lugar en las Escrituras donde la Biblia diga que Dios
envia a alguien al infierno. Encuentro exactamente lo
contrario. "Dios es paciente, no quiere que nadie perezca".
(2 Pedro 3:9) La Unica razon por la que este viejo mundo
sigue en pie hoy es porque Dios sabe que alguien va a venir
a Jesus hoy, y lo quiere como parte del reino. Dios dice,
"...no tengo placer en la muerte del impio..." (Ezequiel
33:11) Confieso que es una forma en que estoy lejos de Dios.
Hay ocasiones en las que leo sobre alguien que se sube a un
avion como un terrorista con armas y bombas trampa y tal
vez matan a un par de rehenes y retienen al resto. De vez en
cuando vendrd un equipo SWAT vy les dispararan, solo
disparenles alli mismo. Hay una parte de mi cuando escucho
eso, digo, "SI. Bien. Llévate a los demés.” Porque temo que
no vendran a la justicia, de lo contrario. Pero Dios no, mi
Dios no se alegra en la muerte de un malvado. ¢Sabes por
qué? Porque cuando ese malvado muere, él o se pierde.Dios
no manda a nadie al infierno.Cuando alguien rechaza a




and found absolutely no validity that you could pay or
pray themselves or anyone else into heaven after death.
In fact in the story about the rich man and Lazarus,
Abraham looked at that rich man and in a Greek tense
says, "There has been and remains yet fixed a gulf
between us that no man can span.” In a sense God didn't
dig that chasm the rich man did. He did it during his life.
He lived his life separate from people like Lazarus,
didn't he? His whole life, he said, "Lazarus, I'm over
here and you're over there, don't you bother me and |
won't bother you. | don't want to have anything to do
with a poor old wretch like you." Really all God did
when the rich man died is to keep what he had chosen
intact.

I've already alluded to in some sense and in many ways
the future life is just the present life identified continued.
What's interesting to me is that even in torment, even in
hell, the rich man still saw Lazarus as a beggar and
servant. He looked over at Abraham and said,
"Abraham, tell Lazarus to go down there, get me some
water and bring that water back here.” He still saw him
as a servant. Every man's eternal destiny is
unchangeable after death.

4. The righteous will receive comfort.

| suspect it is more than coincidental that we don't know
the name of the rich man, but we know the name of
Lazarus even before he died. That kind of indicates to
me that God knew all along who the important one was,
didn't he? Now | suspect that when the rich man died he
had one elaborate funeral. There were flowers
everywhere and memorials given to charities in his
name, they probably lined the synagogue; the mayor was
there and maybe even the procurator of Jerusalem. |
imagine everybody was there for his funeral. But all it
says about Lazarus is he died. It doesn't even say he is
buried. I suspect they threw him out in old Potter's field.
But I know for a fact Lazarus had one thing at his funeral
that the rich man didn't have. He had angels. Angels
carried him to Abraham's bosom. Suddenly, he is the
affluent one. Death was the best thing that ever
happened to Lazarus.

I've said this many times at funerals, but | want you to
hear it while you're alive, okay? I'm convinced that when
you are baptized into Christ, you have already
experienced the only death of any significance you ever
need to experience. “Don't you know that all of us who
were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? (Romans 6:3) That's the saving power of this
universe. Galatians 3 states that when we are baptized
into Christ, we are clothed in him. 1 Thessalonians 4:14
says, for since “We believe that Jesus died and rose
again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus
those who have fallen asleep in him." Did you notice
those two little words, "IN HIM?" The question is not:

Jesucristo y al Cielo, se condena a si mismo y elige el
Infierno.

“Porque de tal manera amd Dios al mundo que envid a su
Hijo unigénito, para que todo aquel que en él cree no se
pierda, mas tenga vida eterna”. (Juan 3:16) El siguiente
versiculo dice: "Porque no vino a condenar al mundo, sino a
salvar al mundo por si mismo". Amigos, quitense esta idea
de la cabeza. No es que en tu muerte Dios elegira enviarte a
algun reino de muerte, tu has elegido el estilo de vida de
muerte para ti ahora mismo. Todo lo que Dios va a hacer en
ese gran dia del juicio es declarar las elecciones que los
hombres y las mujeres han estado haciendo por si mismos
todo el tiempo. Esa es la realidad. Si crees que Dios quiere
enviar a alguien al infierno, vuelve a mirar la cruz. Si alguna
vez hay prueba de que nuestro Dios haré todo lo posible para
asegurarse de que alguien y, con suerte, todos se salven, es
en la cruz de Jesucristo.

3. El destino eterno de cada hombre es inmutable.

Si el cielo y el infierno, si el paraiso y el tormento tienen
algo en comun, es su inalterable fijeza, la misericordia viene
antes del sepulcro. He buscado en mi Biblia y no he
encontrado absolutamente ninguna validez de que usted
pueda pagar u orar a si mismo oa cualquier otra persona al
cielo después de la muerte. De hecho, en la historia sobre el
hombre rico y Lazaro, Abraham mird a ese hombre rico y
en un tiempo griego dice: "Ha habido y ain permanece un
abismo entre nosotros que ningn hombre puede cruzar". En
cierto sentido, Dios no cavo ese abismo que hizo el hombre
rico. Lo hizo durante su vida. Vivio su vida separado de
personas como Lazarus, ¢no es asi? Toda su vida dijo:
"Lazaro, yo estoy aqui y tu estas alla, no me molestes y no
te molestaré. No quiero tener nada que ver con un pobre
viejo". desgraciado como tu".

Ya he aludido a que en cierto sentido y en muchos sentidos
la vida futura no es mas que la vida presente identificada
continuada. Lo que es interesante para mi es que incluso en
el tormento, incluso en el infierno, el hombre rico todavia
veia a Lazaro como un mendigo y un sirviente. Miré a
Abraham y dijo: "Abraham, dile a Lazaro que baje alli,
trdeme un poco de agua y trae esa agua aqui". Todavia lo
veia como un sirviente El destino eterno de cada hombre es
inmutable después de la muerte.

4. Los justos recibiran consuelo.

Sospecho que es més que una coincidencia que no sepamos
el nombre del hombre rico, pero sabemos el nombre de
Lazaro incluso antes de que muriera. Eso me indica que Dios
supo todo el tiempo quién era el importante, ¢;no es asi?
Ahora sospecho que cuando el hombre rico muri6 tuvo un
funeral elaborado. Habia flores por todas partes y
memoriales entregados a organizaciones benéficas en su
nombre, probablemente se alineaban en la sinagoga; el
alcalde estaba alli y tal vez incluso el procurador de
Jerusalén. Me imagino que todo el mundo estaba alli para su




Are you going to fall asleep? Are you going to die? If
the Lord tarries long enough, everybody is going to die.
The question is: Are you going to fall asleep IN HIM?
When we die with Christ in immersion, baptism, and are
raised to walk in a newness of life, we become IN, HIM,
CHRIST. We've died the only death of any significance.
We have the promise of Scripture that when we sleep,
we will be raised to experience comfort and peace.

5. The unrighteous will experience agony.

In torment, it was the rich man who became the beggar
to the point that even one drop of cold water was worth
begging for. I'm not attempting to graphically or
physically describe hell. I know that from what we've
just read, the rich man was in pain. He had the pain of
remembering opportunity that he had ignored. He had
the pain of knowing the fate of others who were destined
to his same fate, his brothers.

I can't with a finite mind describe exactly what hell will
be like. But there were three things that Jesus constantly
associates with hell throughout his teachings. He talks
about fire, weeping and gnashing of teeth. How utterly
presumptuous is that any one of us to act like that
wouldn't matter or that it doesn't exist.

All of us need to ask some serious questions about who
we are and where we're going.

Consider the future. Get away from the “Gospel of
NOW?” and think in light of eternity. The devil's oldest
tool is to get man to think about right now. Remember
when Esau came in after a three-day hunt and Jacob was
cooking up some stew, he said, "Let me have some stew,
Jacob." Jacob said, "Okay, but | want your birthright."
Do you think Esau thought that through? He wasn't
thinking about forever. He thought, I'm hungry and |
want it right now. What was David thinking when he
stood on his roof and looked down and saw Bathsheba?
Do you think he was thinking about the long term? Do
you think he thought about any consequences, especially
any eternal consequences? All he thought about was |
want that woman and | want her right now. All Judas
was thinking about when he betrayed the Son of God
was not the fact that there would never be another family
to name a male child, Judas, again. He was thinking
about 30 pieces of silver would spend real good right
now.

Paul has one of the greatest and most simple statements
I've ever heard, "'So we look not to the things which are
seen, but the things which are unseen. For the things
which are seen are temporary. And the things which are
not seen are eternal." (2 Corinthians 4:18) If you could
come back 100 years from today and stand in the very
spot where you are standing, | doubt that you would see
anything you can see right now. If you can see it, it's

funeral. Pero todo lo que dice acerca de Lazaro es que murid.
Ni siquiera dice que esta enterrado. Sospecho que lo echaron
en el campo del viejo Potter. Pero sé con certeza que Lazaro
tenia una cosa en su funeral que el hombre rico no tenia. El
tenia angeles. Los angeles lo llevaron al seno de Abraham.
De repente, él es el rico.

Lo he dicho muchas veces en los funerales, pero quiero que
lo escuches mientras estés vivo, ¢de acuerdo? Estoy
convencido de gue cuando eres bautizado en Cristo, ya has
experimentado la Gnica muerte de importancia que necesitas
experimentar. “;No sabéis que todos los que hemos sido
bautizados en Cristo JesUs, hemos sido bautizados en su
muerte? (Romanos 6:3) Ese es el poder salvador de este
universo. Galatas 3 declara que cuando somos bautizados en
Cristo, somos revestidos de él. 1 Tesalonicenses 4:14 dice,
porque ya que "Creemos que Jesus murid y resucitd y por
eso creemos que Dios traera con Jesus a los que durmieron
en él". ;Notd esas dos pequefias palabras, "EN EL?" La
pregunta no es: ¢Te vas a quedar dormido?, ;Vas a morir?,
Si el Sefior se demora lo suficiente, todos van a morir. La
pregunta es: ¢ Te vas a dormir EN EL? Cuando morimos con
Cristo en inmersion, bautismo, y somos resucitados para
caminar en una vida nueva, nos convertimos EN EL,
CRISTO. Hemos muerto la UGnica muerte de alguna
importancia. Tenemos la promesa de las Escrituras de que
cuando dormimos, seremos resucitados para experimentar
consuelo y paz.

5.Los injustos experimentaran agonia.

En el tormento, fue el rico el que se convirtié en mendigo
hasta el punto de que valia la pena pedir una sola gota de
agua fria. No estoy tratando de describir grafica o
fisicamente el infierno. Sé que por lo que acabamos de leer,
el hombre rico estaba sufriendo. Tenia el dolor de recordar
una oportunidad que habia ignorado. Tenia el dolor de
conocer la suerte de otros que estaban destinados a su misma
suerte, sus hermanos.

No puedo con una mente finita describir exactamente como
sera el infierno. Pero hubo tres cosas que JesUs
constantemente asocia con el infierno a lo largo de sus
ensefianzas. Habla de fuego, llanto y crujir de dientes. Qué
absolutamente presuntuoso es que cualquiera de nosotros
actle asi no importa o que no existe.

Todos nosotros necesitamos hacer algunas preguntas serias
sobre quiénes somos y hacia donde vamos.

Considera el futuro.Aléjate del “Evangelio del AHORA” y
piensa a la luz de la eternidad. La herramienta més antigua
del diablo es hacer que el hombre piense en el ahora mismo.
Recuerda cuando Esau lleg6 después de una caceria de tres
dias y Jacob estaba cocinando un guiso, dijo: "Déjame un
guiso, Jacob". Jacob dijo: "Estd bien, pero quiero tu
primogenitura”. ;Crees que Esal pens6 en eso? No estaba
pensando en el para siempre. Pensd, tengo hambre y lo




temporary. If you can't see it, it's eternal. Those invisible
things are things like God's love. That's why nothing can
separate us from God’s love. (Romans 8:35) Or like the
church, nobody can lay their eyes on the whole church,
except God. The gates of Hades, the grave, will not
prevail against the church. Your soul is invisible, too.
We see the body is going to return to the dust from
whence it came, but not the soul that animates, gives life
to every one of our bodies. The real you, is going to live
forever somewhere. Think in light of the future.

Walk in light of Scripture. The rich man made two
mistakes, he was selfish, most of us tend to be, and he
minimized the power of the written Word of God. If he
hadn't done that, the Word of God would have changed
him. Do you remember when he said, "Look, if you can't
help me, send somebody to my brothers?" Abraham
replied "Let them listen to Moses and the prophets.” He
said, "Oh, they won't listen to Moses and the prophets,
but if someone came back from the dead, they'd listen."
It closes with some of the most chilling words I've ever
heard, "If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets,
they will not listen to someone who has come back from
the dead.”

Jesus has “come back from the dead.” How are you
responding to the Word of God and to the Jesus it
presents? Is your heart or mind opened or closed? Have
you obeyed His gospel? Do you have your eyes set on
eternity? If you've been living in the “Gospel of NOW,”
it’s only temporary, focus on the eternity. Today is the
day of salvation. Change from the ways of the world by
putting your faith and trust in Him now. Call upon Him
to forgive, confess your belief that He is God who came
to earth in the flesh, die to your sins and be buried. Be
buried in water baptism so He can raise you to a new life

of righteousness and be added to His church. Amazing Grace
#1278 Steve Flatt September 1, 1996

Chapter 3
Who is My Neighbor?

"On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test
Jesus. ‘Teacher,” he asked, 'what must | do to inherit
eternal life?" 'What is written in the Law?' he replied.
'How do you read it?' He answered: 'Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your strength and with all your mind’ and 'Love your
neighbor as yourself." (Luke 10:25-29)

Jesus was pleased. He affirmed that response saying,
""You've answered correctly. Do this and you will live."™
But this lawyer wasn't through. ™But he wanted to
justify himself, so he asked Jesus, 'And who is my
neighbor?" There's our question, just who is my
neighbor?

quiero ahora mismo. ¢Qué estaba pensando David cuando se
paré en su techo y mird hacia abajo y vio a Betsabé? ;Crees
que estaba pensando en el largo plazo? ¢ Crees que pensé en
alguna consecuencia, especialmente en alguna consecuencia
eterna? Todo en lo que pensaba era en que quiero a esa mujer
y la quiero ahora mismo. Todo en lo que Judas estaba
pensando cuando traicioné al Hijo de Dios no era en el hecho
de que nunca mas habria otra familia para nombrar a un hijo
varén, Judas. Estaba pensando en 30 piezas de plata que
gastaria muy bien en este momento.

Pablo tiene una de las declaraciones més grandiosas y
sencillas que he escuchado: "Asi que no miramos las cosas
que se ven, sino las que no se ven. Porque las cosas que se
ven son temporales. Y las cosas que son que no se ven son
eternos.” (2 Corintios 4:18) Si pudieras regresar dentro de
100 afios y pararte en el mismo lugar donde estas parado,
dudo que veas algo de lo que puedes ver ahora. Si puedes
verlo, es temporal. Si no puedes verlo, es eterno. Esas cosas
invisibles son cosas como el amor de Dios. Por eso nada nos
puede separar del amor de Dios. (Romanos 8:35) O como la
iglesia, nadie puede poner sus 0jos en toda la iglesia, excepto
Dios. Las puertas del Hades, la tumba, no prevaleceran
contra la iglesia. Tu alma también es invisible. Vemos que
el cuerpo va a volver al polvo de donde vino, pero no el alma
que anima, da vida a cada uno de nuestros cuerpos. El
verdadero t( va a vivir para siempre en algun lugar.Piensa a
la luz del futuro.

Camine a la luz de las Escrituras.El hombre rico cometio
dos errores, fue egoista, la mayoria de nosotros tendemos a
serlo, y minimizé el poder de la Palabra escrita de Dios. Si
no hubiera hecho eso, la Palabra de Dios lo hubiera
cambiado. ¢(Recuerdas cuando dijo: "Mira, si no puedes
ayudarme, envia a alguien a mis hermanos?" Abraham
respondio: "Que escuchen a Moisés ya los profetas". El dijo:
“Oh, ellos no escucharan a Moisés y los profetas, pero si
alguien volviera de entre los muertos, escucharian”. Cierra
con algunas de las palabras méas escalofriantes que he
escuchado: "Si no escuchan a Moisés y los profetas, no
escucharan a alguien gue ha regresado de entre los muertos".

Jesus ha “regresado de entre los muertos”. ;Como estés
respondiendo a la Palabra de Dios y al Jesus que presenta?
¢Tu corazén o tu mente estan abiertos o cerrados?¢;Has
obedecido Su evangelio? ¢ Tienes los ojos puestos en la
eternidad? Si has estado viviendo en el “Evangelio del
AHORA?”, es solo temporal, concéntrate en la eternidad.
Hoy es el dia de salvacion. Cambie de los caminos del
mundo poniendo su fe y confianza en El ahora. LIamalo
para que te perdone, confiesa tu creencia de que El es
Dios que vino a la tierra en la carne, muere a tus pecados
y sé sepultado. Sea sepultado en el bautismo en agua para
que El pueda resucitarlo a una nueva vida de justicia y

ser agregado a Su iglesia.Amazing Grace # 1278 Steve Flatt 1 de
septiembre de 1996




The response Jesus gave is well known to almost all of
us. It's so rich and beautiful. "In reply Jesus said: 'A man
was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell
into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his
clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead.
A priest happened to be going down the same road and
when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So
too, a Levite when he came to the place and saw him,
passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he
traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw
him, he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged
his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the
man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took
care of him. The next day he took out two silver coins
and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him," he said,
‘and when 1 return, | will reimburse you for any extra
expense you may have.'

“"Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to
the man who fell into the hands of robbers?'

“The expert in the law replied, 'The one who had mercy
on him.' Jesus told him, 'Go and do likewise."”

What a wonderful story Jesus tells in response to this
man's question about who might be his neighbor. It starts
with a problem. A man was traveling along a steep and
most dangerous road, the one between Jericho and
Jerusalem. He is waylaid, robbed, stripped of his clothes
and beaten. The Bible said he's left half-dead. Along
came a priest and a Levite. Now both of those are
religious officials, they're preacher types. They see this
poor victim and the Bible said, "They pass by on the
other side.” Finally, Jesus says, "A Samaritan comes
along."

Now we can't adequately understand how the expert in
the law responded as Jesus was telling this story. When
Jesus said, "And a Samaritan came along," it was like
taking his fingers and raking them across a blackboard.
We call this the Parable of the Good Samaritan. To a
Jew, that was not only an oxymoron, it was a fantasy.
There was no such thing as a Good Samaritan. "This
Samaritan did all these things, he picked him up, he
poured oil and wine on him, he bandaged him, he took
him to the hotel and he left money for his care." The
Jews hated the Samaritans so badly that even as Jesus
told the story and he asked "Now you tell me, which of
those was a neighbor to that victim?" The lawyer
couldn't even bring himself to say the word Samaritan.
He ended up having to say, "Well, | guess it was the one
who had mercy on him."

I want you to see in this magnificent story, first of all,
the three potential perspectives we have on life.

Capitulo 3
¢ Quién es mi projimo?

“En una ocasion un experto en la ley se puso de pie para
poner a prueba a Jesus. 'Maestro', le pregunto, '¢qué debo
hacer para heredar la vida eterna?' ';Qué esta escrito en la
Ley?' €l respondio. ';Como lo lees?' El respondio: 'Ama al
Sefior tu Dios con todo tu corazén y con toda tu alma y con
todas tus fuerzas y con toda tu mente' y 'Ama a tu préjimo
como a ti mismo™ (Lucas 10:25-29).

Jesus estaba complacido. Afirm6 esa respuesta diciendo:
"Ha respondido correctamente. Haga esto y vivira". Pero
este abogado no habia terminado. "Pero él queria
justificarse, asi que le preguntd a Jesus: '¢Y quién es mi
préjimo?"'. Ahi estd nuestra pregunta, ;quién es mi préjimo?

La respuesta que dio Jesls es bien conocida por casi todos
nosotros. Es tan rico y hermoso. "En respuesta, Jesus dijo:
'‘Bajaba un hombre de Jerusalén a Jericd, cuando cayd en
manos de ladrones. Le quitaron la ropa, lo golpearon y se
fueron, dejandolo medio muerto. Sucedié que iba un
sacerdote por el mismo camino y cuando vio al hombre, paso
por el otro lado. Asi también, un levita cuando lleg6 al lugar
y lo vio, paso por el otro lado. Pero un samaritano, mientras
viajaba, llegé donde estaba el hombre; y cuando lo vio, se
compadecié de él. Fue hacia él y le vend6 las heridas,
rociandolas con aceite y vino. Luego mont6 al hombre en su
propio burro, lo llevé a una posada y lo cuidd. de él. Al dia
siguiente sac6 dos monedas de plata y se las dio al posadero.
'Cuidalo’, dijo, 'y cuando regrese,

“;Cual de estos tres crees que fue projimo del hombre que
cay6 en manos de los ladrones?'

“El experto en la ley respondi6: 'El que tuvo misericordia de

¢l." Jests le dijo: 'Ve y haz ti lo mismo"’.

Qué maravillosa historia cuenta JesUs en respuesta a la
pregunta de este hombre sobre quién podria ser su projimo.
Comienza con un problema. Un hombre viajaba por un
camino empinado y muy peligroso, el que une Jericd con
Jerusalén. Es asaltado, robado, despojado de sus ropas y
golpeado. La Biblia dice que ha quedado medio muerto.
Llegd un sacerdote y un levita. Ahora, ambos son
funcionarios religiosos, son tipos de predicadores. Ven a esta
pobre victima y la Biblia dice: "Pasan por el otro lado".
Finalmente, Jesus dice: "Viene un samaritano".

Ahora no podemos entender adecuadamente cémo
respondio el experto en la ley cuando Jesus estaba contando
esta historia. Cuando Jesus dijo: "Y vino un samaritano”, fue
como tomar sus dedos y pasarlos por una pizarra. A esto lo
llamamos la Parabola del Buen Samaritano. Para un judio,
eso no era solo un oximoron, era una fantasia. No habia tal
cosa como un buen samaritano. “Este samaritano hizo todas




1. What's yours is mine and I'm going to get it.

Now who had that perspective in the parable? The
robbers. They saw this guy coming along he had money
and clothes. They wanted them so they beat him over the
head and they took them. What's yours is mine and I'm
going to get it.

Our world is filled with this kind of life perspective. I'm
not going to dwell on it long because as a child of God
it’s an anathema to you. | know a few Christians who
profess otherwise who act that way, but not many. That's
not a right way to live. It's like the story that Aesop told
of the dog who stole the piece of meat from the butcher
shop. He went through the woods happy that he had his
meat. He came to a stream where he saw his reflection.
He thought he was seeing another dog with another
piece of meat. Even though he had more than he could
ever eat, he was jealous. He dropped his piece of meat
to snatch the other piece and ended up losing both.

There is a prevalent life perspective in this world that
says, "What is yours is mine and I'm going to get it." But
the second perspective | particularly want you to see
because it's more insidious and more dangerous.

2. What's mine is mine and I'm going to keep it.
This was the perspective of the priest and of the Levite.
It's also the perspective of most of the people we know.
The attitude that the robbers had was condemnable. The
attitude that the priest and Levite had was not
commendable, but it was understandable. Wasn't it? It's
interesting to me that Jesus talks about a priest and a
Levite, both religious men. They were going from
Jerusalem to Jericho to do service in the temple. The
priest and the Levites one week out of every year had to
perform temple service. They had to do all the duties and
prepare the sacrifices. To go along this route was not an
unusual thing as Jericho is not very far from the
Jerusalem, and many priests lived there. They saw this
man beaten, bleeding, and robbed, but they chose to pass
by on the other side.

Now there could have been one other thing at work here.
You see if a priest or Levite was heading toward the
temple to perform a service, the last thing that individual
would want to do would be to become unclean.
According to the Jewish law, if you were to touch a
corpse, it would make you ceremonially unclean. They
may have been in a hurry with important work to do.
They could have even thought about the risk of
becoming ceremonially unclean. This man may either be
dead or he may die in my hands. So, rather than risking
becoming unclean they went on their way. "What's mine
is mine and I'm going to keep it."

Now folks, let's get off our little pedestals. | want to tell
you that every one of those reasons makes sense to me

estas cosas, lo recogio, le echd aceite y vino encima, lo
vendo, lo llevo al hotel y dejé dinero para su cuidado”. Los
judios odiaban tanto a los samaritanos que incluso cuando
Jesus contd la historia y preguntd: "Ahora dime, ¢;cual de
ellos era projimo de esa victima?" El abogado ni siquiera se
atrevid a decir la palabra samaritano. Termino teniendo que
decir: "Bueno,

Quiero que vean en esta magnifica historia, en primer lugar,
las tres perspectivas potenciales que tenemos sobre la vida.

4. logue es tuyo es mioy lo voy a consequir.

Ahora, ¢quién tenia esa perspectiva en la pardbola? Los
ladrones. Vieron venir a este tipo que tenia dinero y ropa.
Los querian asi que lo golpearon en la cabeza y se los
Ilevaron. Lo que es tuyo es mio y lo voy a conseguir.

Nuestro mundo esta lleno de este tipo de perspectiva de vida.
No voy a extenderme mucho porque como hijo de Dios es
un anatema para ti. Conozco algunos cristianos que profesan
lo contrario y actlian de esa manera, pero no muchos. Esa no
es una manera correcta de vivir. Es como la historia que
contd Esopo del perro que robé el trozo de carne de la
carniceria. Atraveso el bosque feliz de tener su carne. Lleg6
a un arroyo donde vio su reflejo. Pensé que estaba viendo a
otro perro con otro trozo de carne. Aunque tenia méas de lo
gue podia comer, estaba celoso. Dejo caer su trozo de carne
para arrebatarle el otro trozo y termind perdiendo ambos.

Hay una perspectiva de vida predominante en este mundo
que dice: "Lo que es tuyo es mio y lo voy a conseguir". Pero
quiero que veas la segunda perspectiva porque es mas
insidiosa y peligrosa.

5. Lo que es mio es mioy me lo voy a quedar.

Esta era la perspectiva del sacerdote y del levita. También es
la perspectiva de la mayoria de las personas que conocemos.
La actitud que tenian los ladrones era condenable. La actitud
gue tuvieron el sacerdote y el levita no era encomiable, pero
era comprensible. ¢no fue asi? Me resulta interesante que
Jests habla de un sacerdote y un levita, ambos hombres
religiosos. Iban de Jerusalén a Jeric6 para servir en el
templo. El sacerdote y los levitas una semana de cada afio
tenian que realizar el servicio del templo. Tenian que hacer
todos los deberes y preparar los sacrificios. Ir por esta ruta
no era algo inusual ya que Jericd no estd muy lejos de
Jerusalén, y muchos sacerdotes vivian alli. Vieron a este
hombre golpeado, sangrando y robado, pero optaron por
pasar por el otro lado.

ora bien, podria haber habido otra cosa en el trabajo aqui.
Veras, si un sacerdote o un levita se dirigia al templo para
realizar un servicio, lo ultimo que ese individuo querria
hacer seria ensuciarse. Segun la ley judia, si tocas un
cadaver, te vuelves ceremonialmente impuro. Es posible que
tuvieran prisa con un trabajo importante que hacer. Incluso
podrian haber pensado en el riesgo de volverse




unless I'm the guy in the ditch. Then none of them makes
sense at all. But if we're bluntly honest, this attitude
about what's mine is mine and I'm going to keep it
describes most of us, most of the time.

3. What's mine is yours and I'm going to give it.

The Samaritan stopped, he felt compassion, he helped,
he went the extra mile and he followed through. The
latter is the attitude and the perspective that we're called
to have. "Love your neighbor as yourself." What's mine
is yours, and I'm going to give it.

But now wait a minute, the expert in the law says,
"Where do you draw the line? | mean you just can't love
everybody, everywhere to the full extent of your love.
How far do you have to go in this neighbor business?
Seeking to justify himself he asked "Who is my
neighbor?" You see the only way he could justify
himself was to somehow limit this law. Just who is the
neighbor I'm supposed to love? Then Jesus set forth the
premise for the whole parable. | know you love and
appreciate the story, but I really want to make sure you
see the gist of it. The man asked a question, "Who is my
neighbor?" Jesus responded by asking him another
question. He said the question is not who is your
neighbor; the question is who is your neighbor's
neighbor? Jesus said the question I'm asking you is, "Are
you willing to be a neighbor to your neighbor?" Are you
willing to love even the most unlovable of people? Like
a Samaritan loving a Jew or vice versa. Or, maybe loving
the drug addict who has lied to you and stolen from you
or maybe loving the guy who pulls up in the beat-up car
that's full of trash and he's looking for a hand-out. In the
pit of your stomach, you've got this feeling that he's
really trying to take advantage of you.

Are you willing to love the person with the different skin
color? Are you willing to love the person with a belief
different from your own? Are you really willing to love
a person who has strong opinions that differ with yours?
Are you willing to love the fellow with AIDS? Are you
willing to love a thief? Like that Samaritan, are you
willing to love somebody who hates you? Those are
pretty hard questions. See, | don't think it was just the
lawyer who needed to justify himself, was it? The truth
be told, if we examine most of our daily walks, we might
want to ask the question, "Who is my neighbor?"

In fact, maybe you're asking right now, "How on earth
do you do that?" Is that just some crazy ideal? Is that one
of those moral platitudes that nobody really does but
sounds good being preached? Is it like a mirage? | don't
think so. I believe it's real, and | believe it's possible and
| believe that every day that we grow in Christ we can
love our neighbor as ourselves. But in order to do that,
we’ve got to see this parable for all that's in it. This
parable is more than a story. It's a picture. | think it's a

ceremonialmente impuros. Este hombre puede estar muerto
0 puede morir en mis manos. Entonces, en lugar de
arriesgarse a volverse impuros, siguieron su camino. "Lo que
es mio es mio y me lo voy a quedar".

Ahora amigos, bajemos de nuestros pequefios pedestales.
Quiero decirles que cada una de esas razones tiene sentido
para mi a menos que yo sea el tipo en la zanja. Entonces
ninguno de ellos tiene sentido en absoluto. Pero si somos
completamente honestos, esta actitud acerca de lo que es mio
es mio y la mantendré describe a la mayoria de nosotros, la
mayor parte del tiempo.

6. Lo gue es mio es tuyo y te lo voy a dar.

El samaritano se detuvo, sinti6 compasion, ayudo, hizo un
esfuerzo adicional y siguié hasta el final. Esta Gltima es la
actitud y la perspectiva que estamos llamados a tener.
"Amaras a tu préjimo como a ti mismo." Lo que es mio es
tuyo, y te lo voy a dar.

o ahora espera un minuto, el experto en derecho dice:
"¢;Dénde trazas la linea? Quiero decir que simplemente no
puedes amar a todos, en todas partes en toda la extensién de
tu amor. ¢Hasta dénde tienes que llegar en este prdjimo
buscando justificarse a si mismo, pregunté: "¢ Quién es mi
préjimo?" La Unica forma en que podia justificarse era
limitar de alguna manera esta ley. ;Quién es el préjimo al
que se supone que debo amar? Entonces Jesus establecio la
premisa para toda la parabola. Sé que amas y aprecias la
historia, pero realmente quiero asegurarme de que veas la
esencia de la misma. EI hombre hizo una pregunta: ";Quién
es mi projimo?" Jesus respondid haciéndole otra pregunta.
El dijo la pregunta no es quién es tu pr6jimo, la pregunta es
iquién es el projimo de tu projimo? Jests dijo que la
pregunta que te estoy haciendo es:;Estas dispuesto a ser
préjimo de tu préjimo?" ;Estas dispuesto a amar incluso a
las personas mas desagradables? Como un samaritano que
ama a un judio o viceversa. O tal vez amando al drogadicto
que te ha mentido y robado. o tal vez amando al tipo que se
detiene en el auto destartalado que esta lleno de basura y esta
buscando limosna En la boca del estdémago, tienes la
sensacion de que realmente esta tratando de aprovecharse de
ti.Realmente esta tratando de aprovecharse de ti.Realmente
esta tratando de aprovecharse de ti.

¢Estés dispuesto a amar a la persona con el color de piel
diferente? ¢Estds dispuesto a amar a la persona con una
creencia diferente a la tuya? ;Estas realmente dispuesto a
amar a una persona que tiene opiniones fuertes que difieren
de las tuyas? ¢Estas dispuesto a amar al tipo con SIDA?
¢ Estas dispuesto a amar a un ladrén? Como ese samaritano,
(estas dispuesto a amar a alguien que te odia? Esas son
preguntas bastante dificiles. Mira, no creo que fuera solo el
abogado quien necesitaba justificarse, ¢0 si? A decir verdad,
si examinamos la mayoria de nuestros paseos diarios,
podriamos querer hacer la pregunta: ";Quién es mi

préjimo?"




picture of us. Remember behind every parable is a
hidden spiritual meaning for those who are willing to
receive it. | think Jesus wanted his lawyer to see this
parable as a picture of him before God and he wants us
to see the same thing.

Who are you in the story? Who are you? Are you the
robber? | hope not. Are you the priest? Are you the
Levite? Tell the truth. Do you really think you're the
Good Samaritan? Does that characterize your life as you
drive down the road every day? Do you know who you
are? You're the mugged guy in the ditch. You're the one
beside the road having been attacked by Satan. He has
beaten you with sin and you're going to die there unless
someone comes along and rescues you. All the things
that we think will pull us up out of the ditch like our
money, our smarts, our good looks and our
achievements will pass us by and leave us right there in
the ditch. Do you know what we need? We need a
Samaritan. By the way, do you know who the Samaritan
in the parable really is? Just think a minute. Who is the
one despised, rejected and hated who still reaches down
to save dying humanity? That's right, it's Jesus.

The key to becoming more like that Good Samaritan and
to unlocking a whole new attitude of compassion in our
hearts: It's seeing yourself in the ditch dying or dead if
God hadn't rescued you. Now that Jewish lawyer
couldn't see himself there. He looked at people the way
most of us do. He broke them into two lists, a) those |
am better than and b) those better than | am. The list of
those better than | am is pretty short. Almost every
Gallup poll shows that most all Americas believe they
are going to heaven. When asked why the number one
answer by far is "Well, I'm a pretty good person.” See,
in America we don't think we need a Savior, we don't
think we need a cross or the atoning blood of Christ. |
just need to know that I'm better than most people and
I've pretty well assured myself that I am. That's right at
the core of our gut.

The reason we struggle being our neighbor's neighbor is
because we don't see our likeness in that ditch. We can't
fathom that God sees us as helpless, bleeding, dying, and
needing rescued. We will never have hearts of
compassion until we respond to the heart that stops
beating for us.

Simon, the Pharisee, had Jesus over to dinner one night.
Simon was a proper man, he held a proper party, he did
all the proper things but a woman of the street walked
in. When | say she was a woman of the street, | don't
mean that's where she lived, | mean that's where she
worked and you know what I mean. The first thing she
did was break in to the party that was improper. Then
she let down her hair, which was also improper. She
made a spectacle of herself in front of Jesus, which was

De hecho, tal vez te estés preguntando en este momento:
"¢ Como diablos haces eso?" ; Es eso solo un ideal loco? ¢ Es
esa una de esas perogrulladas morales que nadie realmente
hace pero suena bien ser predicado? ¢ Es como un espejismo?
No me parece. Creo que es real, y creo que es posible y creo
qgue cada dia que crecemos en Cristo podemos amar a
nuestro préjimo como a nosotros mismos. Pero para hacer
eso, tenemos que ver esta pardbola por todo lo que hay en
ella. Esta pardbola es méas que una historia. es una foto Creo
gue es una foto nuestra. Recuerda que detrds de cada
parébola hay un significado espiritual oculto para aquellos
que estan dispuestos a recibirlo. Creo que JesUs queria que
su abogado viera esta parabola como una imagen de él ante
Dios y quiere que nosotros veamos lo mismo.

¢Quién eres en la historia? ¢Quién eres? ;Eres el ladrén?
Espero que no. ¢Eres el sacerdote? ¢Eres el levita? Di la
verdad. ¢De verdad crees que eres el buen samaritano? ¢Eso
caracteriza su vida mientras conduce por la carretera todos
los dias? ¢ Sabes quién eres? Eres el tipo asaltado en la zanja.
Eres el que esta al lado del camino que ha sido atacado por
Satanas. El te ha golpeado con el pecado y vas a morir alli a
menos que alguien venga y te rescate. Todas las cosas que
pensamos que nos sacaran de la zanja, como nuestro dinero,
nuestra inteligencia, nuestra buena apariencia y nuestros
logros, pasaran de largo y nos dejaran alli mismo en la zanja.
¢Sabes lo que necesitamos? Necesitamos un samaritano. Por
cierto, ¢sabes quién es realmente el samaritano de la
parabola? Solo piensa un minuto. ;Quién es el despreciado,
rechazado y odiado, ¢quién todavia se agacha para salvar a
la humanidad moribunda? Asi es, es Jesus.

La clave para ser mas como ese Buen Samaritano y para
desbloquear una nueva actitud de compasion en nuestros
corazones: es verte a ti mismo en la zanja muriendo o0 muerto
si Dios no te hubiera rescatado. Ahora ese abogado judio no
podia verse a si mismo alli. Miraba a la gente como lo
hacemos la mayoria de nosotros. Los dividi6 en dos listas, a)
los que soy mejor que yb) los mejores que yo. La lista de los
mejores que Yo es bastante corta. Casi todas las encuestas de
Gallup muestran que la mayoria de las Américas creen que
van al cielo. Cuando se le pregunta por qué la respuesta
namero uno es "Bueno, soy una persona bastante buena”.
Mira, en Estados Unidos no creemos que necesitemos un
Salvador, no creemos que necesitemos una cruz o la sangre
expiatoria de Cristo. Solo necesito saber que soy mejor que
la mayoria de la gente y estoy bastante seguro de que lo soy.
Eso’

La razén por la que luchamos por ser el préjimo de nuestro
préjimo es porque N0 vemos nuestra semejanza en esa zanja.
No podemos comprender que Dios nos ve como indefensos,
sangrando, muriendo y necesitando ser rescatados. Nunca
tendremos corazones compasivos hasta que respondamos al
corazén que deja de latir por nosotros.




improper. Simon thought if this man were a prophet he
wouldn't tolerate all this impropriety. (Luke 7)

Jesus knowing his heart said, "Simon, | want to tell you
a story." Simon said, "Tell me teacher." He said, "There
was once two men and they owed a certain money
lender. One of them owed 500 denarii and one of them
owed 50 denarii. The money lender forgave both. Jesus
said, ""Simon, let me ask you something, which one do
you think was the one who loved the money lender the
most?" Simon said, "Well, | guess it was the one who
owed him the most." Jesus said, "That's right." He said,
"When | came into your house, Simon, you didn't wash
my feet. But she's been washing my feet with her tears.
When | came into your house, you didn't give me a kiss
(that was a sign of hospitality); she's not stopped kissing
my feet. When | came to your house, you didn't put oil
on my head. She's poured perfume all over my feet. He
said, "Simon, she loves me much because she's been
forgiven much.” Then he hit Simon with a zinger. He
said, "But he who has been forgiven little, loves little."
That's it!

If I could translate that into our parable about the Good
Samaritan, the one who thinks he has never been in the
ditch gets very few others out of it. If we ever see
ourselves as the guy in the ditch, then this becomes more
than a nice little parable that will motivate us for an hour
after church to go do something nice for somebody. If
we ever see ourselves in the ditch, this becomes a whole
pattern for life.

There are three ways that changes your whole view.

1. No longer do you see enemies, you see victims of
the enemy.

2. No problems, but people with problems.

3. No longer do you feel pity longer do you see, but
you feel compassion. Pity is looking down at the
guy in the ditch and saying, "I'm glad I'm not the
one down in that ditch." But compassion is
looking down in that ditch and saying, "I've been
there and | could still be there right now except for
the grace of God." See, only when we see
ourselves as a guy beside the road, will we
become ministers of mercy.

It's not enough to brow-beat people into saying, "Go out
and help. Go out and help. Go out and help." You can
do that, but only for a limited time. But when my heart
is radically transformed, knowing that Jesus was the
Samaritan who pulled me out of the ditch, I will live the
rest of my life looking for hands that | can reach out to.
Folks, you see | found that it is true that your hands can
do some good things without the heart being converted,
not many, but a few. But whenever the heart is genuinely
converted the hands are always helping.

When Jesus closed this, story, he said, "Go outand

Simon, el fariseo, invitd a Jesus a cenar una noche. Simon
era un hombre correcto, organiz6 una fiesta adecuada, hizo
todas las cosas correctas, pero entré una mujer de la calle.
Cuando digo que era una mujer de la calle, no me refiero a
que vivia alli, quiero decir. ahi es donde ella trabajaba y
sabes a lo que me refiero. Lo primero que hizo fue irrumpir
en la fiesta que era impropio. Luego se solto6 el pelo, lo que
también era impropio. Hizo un espectaculo de si misma
frente a Jesus, lo cual fue impropio. Simon penso que si este
hombre fuera un profeta, no toleraria toda esta incorreccién.
(Lucas 7)

Jesus conociendo su corazon dijo: "Simén, quiero contarte
una historia". Simén dijo: "Digame maestro". El dijo: "Habia
una vez dos hombres y le debian a cierto prestamista. Uno
de ellos debia 500 denarios y el otro debia 50 denarios. El
prestamista perdon6 a ambos. Jesus dijo: "Simdn, déjame
preguntarte algo, que ¢Cual crees que era el que amaba mas
al prestamista?" Simén dijo: "Bueno, creo que era el que mas
le debia”. Jesus dijo: "Asi es". El dijo: "Cuando llegué a tu
casa, Simén, no me lavaste los pies. Pero ella ha estado
lavando mis pies con sus lagrimas. Cuando entré en tu casa,
no me diste un beso (eso era sefial de hospitalidad); ella no
ha dejado de besar mis pies. Cuando vine a tu casa, no me
pusiste aceite en la cabeza. Ha derramado perfume por todos
mis pies. El dijo: "Siman, ella me ama mucho porque se le
ha perdonado mucho". Luego golped a Simon con un zinger.
El dijo: "Pero a quien se le perdona poco, poco ama". jEso
es todo!

Si pudiera traducir eso a nuestra parabola del Buen
Samaritano, el que cree que nunca ha estado en la zanja saca
a muy pocos de ella. Si alguna vez nos vemos a nosotros
mismos como el tipo en la zanja, entonces esto se convierte
en mas que una pequefia parabola agradable que nos
motivara durante una hora después de la iglesia a hacer algo
bueno por alguien. Si alguna vez nos vemos en la zanja, esto
se convierte en un patron completo para la vida.

Hay tres formas en que cambia toda tu vista.

4. Yano ves enemigos, ves victimas del enemigo.

5. Sin problemas, pero gente con problemas.

6. Ya no sientes lastima, ya no ves, pero sientes
compasion..Lastima es mirar al tipo en la zanja y
decir: "Me alegro de no ser yo el que estd en esa
zanja". Pero la compasion es mirar hacia abajo en esa
zanjay decir: "He estado alli y todavia podria estar alli
ahora, excepto por la gracia de Dios". Mira, solo
cuando nos veamos a noOsotros mismos como un
hombre al lado del camino, seremos ministros de
misericordia.

No basta con intimidar a la gente para que diga: "Sal y ayuda.
Sal y ayuda. Sal y ayuda". Puedes hacerlo, pero solo por un
tiempo limitado. Pero cuando mi corazén se transforme
radicalmente, sabiendo que Jesus fue el samaritano que me
saco de la zanja, viviré el resto de mi vida buscando manos




what, likewise?" Did he say, "Go out and preach,
likewise?" "Go out and think, likewise?" "Go out and
memorize, likewise?" He said, "Go out and DO,
likewise."

| heard a story about an elderly lady who got caught
under an underpass in a flash flood. The water had come
up in the doors. She was old and she was too scared to
get out into that water which would have been up to her
thighs, it might have washed her away. She was
trembling. A fellow was passing over the overpass in a
big four-wheel drive and glancing down happened to see
her. He did stop, put it in park, jumped out and looked
over there. He could see she was just petrified. He said,
"Ma’am, can I help you?" And I love her response.
Shaking she said, "Not from up there." | want to tell you
something. God doesn't want us to be helping people
from up here. God wants us helping people in the ditch
because we've been there.

One of the things that has stayed in my mind just about
as long as I've lived is the judgment scene in Matthew
25. Do you remember the parable of the sheep and the
goats? How the sheep go to the right and the goats to the
left? He's going to say to the sheep, "I was hungry and
you fed me, | was thirsty and you gave me drink. | was
naked and you clothed me. | was sick and in prison and
you came and visited me.” He's going to say to the goats,
"l was all these things and you didn't do anything.” Then
he's going to say to these on the right, "Come on in you
blessed of the Father," but to those on the left, "Depart
from me."

I’'m intrigued by a lot of things that we deem to be
particularly important that He did not even mention. He
doesn't say one word about church attendance, does he?
He doesn't say a word about doctrine. He doesn't say a
single word about our dress. Don't misunderstand, I'm
not saying all those things aren't important, particularly
the first two. If you know me at all, you know that I think
they are extremely important. The very first thing | see
in Scripture that God wants to know about each one of
us is “Were you your neighbor's neighbor?” Did you
have a heart that was transformed that had you looking
for people to pull out of the ditch?

I hope and pray that you see yourself where you really
are. You're either in the ditch or you've been there. If
you're not a Christian, you're in the ditch right now and
you're going to die there unless you let Jesus pull you
out. Come in obedience to the gospel, confess his name
where all can hear and wash away your sins by the blood
of Jesus being buried with Him through water baptism
to be resurrected to a new life in Christ. Your sin will be
completely forgiven. He has pulled you out of the ditch
of sin. He has also commissioned you to go look for
other ditch dwellers. As long as you remember where

a las que tender. Amigos, como ven, encontré que es cierto
gue sus manos pueden hacer algunas cosas buenas sin que el
corazdn se convierta, no muchas, pero algunas. Pero siempre
que el corazén se convierte genuinamente, las manos
siempre estan ayudando.

Cuando Jesus cerrd esta historia, dijo: "Sal y __ qué,
¢igualmente?" ¢ Dijo él: "Salid y predicad también"? "Salir y
pensar, ¢igual?" "¢ Salir y memorizar, igualmente?" El dijo:
"Sal y HAZ lo mismo".

Escuché una historia sobre una anciana que quedé atrapada
debajo de un paso subterrdneo en una inundacion repentina.
El agua habia subido por las puertas. Era vieja y estaba
demasiado asustada para meterse en esa agua que le habria
llegado hasta los muslos, podria haberla arrastrado. Ella
estaba temblando. Un tipo pasaba por el paso elevado en un
gran todoterreno y, al mirar hacia abajo, la vio por
casualidad. Se detuvo, lo puso en el parque, salté y mir6
hacia alli. Podia ver que ella estaba petrificada. El dijo:
"Sefiora, ¢puedo ayudarla?" Y me encanta su respuesta.
Temblando dijo: "No de alla arriba". Quiero decirte algo.
Dios no quiere que estemos ayudando a la gente de aqui
arriba. Dios quiere que ayudemos a la gente en la zanja
porque hemos estado alli.

Una de las cosas que ha estado en mi mente desde que he
vivido es la escena del juicio en Mateo 25. ;Recuerdas la
parabola de las ovejas y las cabras? ;Cémo van las ovejas a
la derecha y las cabras a la izquierda? El va a decir a las
ovejas: "Tuve hambre y me diste de comer, tuve sed y me
diste de beber. Estaba desnudo y me vestiste. Estuve
enfermo y en la cércel y viniste a visitarme". A los machos
cabrios les va a decir: “Yo era todas estas cosas y ustedes
nada hicieron.” Entonces les va a decir a los de la derecha:
“Entrad, benditos del Padre”, pero a los de la izquierda,
"Apartense de mi".

Estoy intrigado por muchas cosas que consideramos
particularmente importantes que EI ni siquiera menciono. El
no dice ni una palabra sobre la asistencia a la iglesia,
¢verdad? El no dice una palabra acerca de la doctrina. No
dice una sola palabra sobre nuestro vestido. No me
malinterpreten, no estoy diciendo que todas esas cosas no
sean importantes, particularmente las dos primeras. Si me
conoces, sabes que creo que son extremadamente
importantes. Lo primero que veo en las Escrituras que Dios
quiere saber acerca de cada uno de nosotros es: "¢ Eras
préjimo de tu projimo?" ;Tuviste un corazén que se
transformé que te hizo buscar personas para sacar de la
zanja?

Espero y rezo para que te veas donde realmente estés. O ests
en la zanja o has estado alli. Si no eres cristiano, estas en la
zanja en este momento y vas a morir alli a menos que
permitas que Jesus te saque. Ven en obediencia al evangelio,
confiesa su nombre donde todos puedan oir y lava tus




you were, you'll be pulling them out right and left. That,

by the way, is how God's kingdom grows. Amazing Grace
#1275 Steve Flatt August 4, 1996

Chapter 4
What Shall I Do With Christ?

It's in the early hours of Friday morning. Jesus was led
by rather a strange mixture of soldiers and priests from
a garden called Gethsemane to the House of Caiaphas,
the Roman appointed high priest. After a period of time
there he was shuttled off to Annas, the real Jewish high
priest, and then back to Caiaphas again. Those two high
priests have decided that this man must die, but they had
no authority to do that, only the Roman procurator could
condemn a man to death. So they brought him to Pontius
Pilate. The world would have never remembered a petty
Roman governor named Pilate except for his encounter
with Jesus. Awakened at an early hour he realized this
was just some kind of petty argument among the Jews.
In the process of his conversation and deliberations with
Jesus, Pilate quickly saw that this man had done nothing
wrong, certainly nothing that deserved death, so he
devises a plan.

It had been a Roman custom for some time to appease
the Jews by releasing to them a particular prisoner
during Passover time. "Now it was the governor's
custom at the Feast to release a prisoner chosen by the
crowd. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called
Barabbas. So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked
them, ‘which one do you want me to release to you:
Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?' For he knew it
was out of envy that they had handed Jesus over to him."
(Matthew 27:15-18)

We know precious little about Barabbas. Mark and Luke
tell us that he had helped lead a failed insurrection
against the Roman government and that he had been
guilty of murder. Pilate thought that he was appealing to
the Jews' sense of morality. He knew how badly they
hated the Roman government, but surely, surely they
wouldn't condone murder. Since Jesus had been guilty
of no real crime and just a week earlier he had been quite
popular when he came into the city with cries of'
Hosanna! Hosanna! Pilate thought that surely the crowd
would request his release. But much to his surprise and
dismay they cried, "Give us Barabbas, Give us
Barabbas." It's Pilate's next question that's the focus of
our study. In fear and anger and confusion, he asked
""What shall | do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?™

Pilate didn't realize it, but he was asking a question
marked much larger than himself, much larger than its
time. As long as men live, Pilate will be remembered as
the man through whom life's central question is asked.

pecados por la sangre de Jests siendo sepultado con El a
través del bautismo en agua para resucitar a una nueva vida
en Cristo. Tu pecado serd completamente perdonado. El te
ha sacado de la zanja del pecado. También te ha encargado
gue vayas a buscar a otros moradores de zanjas. Mientras
recuerdes donde estabas, los sacaras de derecha a izquierda.

Asi, por cierto, es como crece el reino de Dios.Amazing Grace #
1275 Steve Flatt 4 de agosto de 1996

Capitulo 4
¢, Qué haré con Cristo?

Es en la madrugada del viernes. Jesus fue conducido por una
extrafia mezcla de soldados y sacerdotes de un jardin
llamado Getsemani a la casa de Caifas, el sumo sacerdote
designado por los romanos. Después de un periodo de
tiempo alli, fue trasladado a Anés, el verdadero sumo
sacerdote judio, y luego nuevamente a Caifas. Esos dos
sumos sacerdotes han decidido que este hombre debe morir,
pero no tenian autoridad para hacerlo, solo el procurador
romano podia condenar a muerte a un hombre. Entonces lo
llevaron ante Poncio Pilato. EI mundo nunca hubiera
recordado a un pequefio gobernador romano Ilamado Pilato
excepto por su encuentro con Jesus. Despertado a una hora
temprana, se dio cuenta de que esto era solo una especie de
discusion insignificante entre los judios. En el proceso de su
conversacion y deliberaciones con Jesus, Pilato rapidamente
vio que este hombre no habia hecho nada malo,

Habia sido una costumbre romana durante algin tiempo
apaciguar a los judios liberandoles un prisionero en
particular durante el tiempo de la Pascua. "Ahora bien, era
costumbre del gobernador en la fiesta poner en libertad a un
preso elegido por la multitud. En ese momento tenian un
preso notorio, llamado Barrabas. Entonces, cuando se hubo
reunido la multitud, Pilato les pregunt6: ', Cual quieren que
yo ponga? os suelte: ¢a Barrabas, oa Jesus, llamado el
Cristo?' Porque sabia que por envidia le habian entregado a
Jesus”. (Mateo 27:15-18)

Sabemos muy poco acerca de Barrabas. Marcos y Lucas nos
cuentan que habia ayudado a liderar una insurreccion fallida
contra el gobierno romano y que habia sido culpable de
asesinato. Pilato pensé que estaba apelando al sentido de la
moralidad de los judios. Sabia lo mucho que odiaban al
gobierno romano, pero seguramente, Seguramente no
tolerarian el asesinato. Dado que Jesus no habia sido
culpable de ningun crimen real y solo una semana antes,
habia sido bastante popular cuando llegé a la ciudad con
gritos de 'jHosanna! jHosana! Pilato pensé que seguramente
la multitud pediria su liberacién. Pero para su sorpresa y
consternacion, gritaron: "Danos a Barrabds, danos a
Barrabas". La siguiente pregunta de Pilato es el centro de
nuestro estudio. Con miedo, ira y confusién, pregunto:
'¢QUuE, pues, haré de Jesus, llamado el Cristo?"




“What shall I do with Jesus who is called the Christ?”

Notice the first person pronoun: What shall 1 do with
Jesus? There are very few things in life that are
inescapable. The old adage says, "Death and taxes are
the only thing." No that's not right, there are precious
few more and Jesus is one of those. For 2,000 years, he
has been the central character of human history and
because Jesus is at the heart of the universe, he is at the
core of every human's agenda. The one truth about Jesus
Christ that everyone agrees upon is this: He cannot be
ignored. As the centuries have rolled by, men have
answered him with love, some with contempt, some
with scorn, others with disdain, some with astonishment,
some with denial and some with affection, but all have
answered. The biography of Jesus closes with these
words, he says, "Lo, | am with you always even unto the
end of the world."

Jesus Christ is still alive. He is not the figment of some
imagination or the product of a fairy tale. He is not just
a historical man. He is not the surprise founder of one of
the world's great religions. He is alive. He is just at home
here as he was in Capernaum. He is the same yesterday,
today, and forever. If you let that sink in, then the
question that Pilate asked years ago is just as pertinent
and just as important today as it was then.

The question of whether Jesus was to live or die was
more than a matter of concern for a Jewish Sanhedrin or
a Roman procurator. No, the question of whether Jesus
must live or die is answered in the heart, mind, of every
man and in every woman. What will you do with this
Jesus who is called Christ? You can look at that
Crucifixion scene and you can see the specific choices
in the lives and on the faces of hosts of characters there.
Let me share with you four of those choices.

1. Choose truth or tradition.

Truth or tradition was the issue facing the chief priest
and the Pharisees. In fact, this issue was the primary
reason there was a cross. The Jews had been looking for
a Messiah for centuries. It had been prophesied all the
way through the Old Testament. Every day Jewish
families by the thousands prayed for the coming of the
Messiah but they supposed he would be some great
military and governmental genius. They were looking
for a new Moses or a Joshua or a David. They were
looking for someone who was strong, a military genius
on a white horse behind a chariot. He would lead the
great forces to a conquest over the Romans. In other
words, they were looking for what they wanted, not what
God had proclaimed.

So in the fullness of time the Messiah came and he was
hardly what they expected. Born in an animal stall there
was no aroma of royalty, no political connections, no
pedigree or no formal training. Why he wasn't even

Pilato no se dio cuenta, pero estaba haciendo una pregunta
mucho més grande que él mismo, mucho més grande que su
tiempo. Mientras los hombres vivan, Pilato sera recordado
como el hombre a través del cual se formula la pregunta
central de la vida. “;Qué haré de Jesus, llamado el Cristo?”

Note el pronombre de primera persona: ;Qué haré con
JesUs? Hay muy pocas cosas en la vida que son ineludibles.
El viejo adagio dice: "La muerte y los impuestos son lo
Unico”. No, eso no esté bien, hay muy pocos mas y Jesus es
uno de ellos. Durante 2000 afios, ha sido el personaje central
de la historia humana y debido a que Jesus esta en el corazén
del universo, esta en el centro de la agenda de cada ser
humano. La Unica verdad acerca de Jesucristo en la que
todos estan de acuerdo es esta: EI no puede ser ignorado.
Con el paso de los siglos, los hombres le han respondido con
amor, unos con desprecio, unos con desdén, otros con
desdén, unos con asombro, unos con negacion y otros con
carifio, pero todos han contestado. La biografia de Jesus se
cierra con estas palabras, dice: "He aqui, yo estoy con
vosotros todos los dias, hasta el fin del mundo".

Jesucristo sigue vivo. El no es el producto de alguna
imaginacion o el producto de un cuento de hadas. No es s6lo
un hombre histérico. No es el sorpresivo fundador de una de
las grandes religiones del mundo. El esta vivo. Esta tan a
gusto aqui como lo estaba en Cafarnaim. El es el mismo
ayer, hoy y siempre. Si deja que eso se asiente, entonces la
pregunta que hizo Pilato hace afios es tan pertinente e
importante hoy como lo fue entonces.

La cuestién de si Jesus iba a vivir o morir era mas que un
asunto de preocupacion para un sanedrin judio o un
procurador romano. No, la pregunta de si Jesus debe vivir o
morir se responde en el corazon, en la mente de cada hombre
y en cada mujer. ;Qué haréis con este Jesls que se llama
Cristo? Puedes mirar esa escena de la Crucifixion y puedes
ver las elecciones especificas en las vidas y en los rostros de
multitud de personajes alli. Permitanme compartir con
ustedes cuatro de esas opciones.

6. Elige la verdad o la tradicién.

La verdad o la tradicion era el problema que enfrentaban el
sumo sacerdote y los fariseos. De hecho, este problema fue
la raz6n principal por la que hubo una cruz. Los judios
habian estado buscando un Mesias durante siglos. Habia sido
profetizado a lo largo del Antiguo Testamento. Todos los
dias, miles de familias judias rezaban por la venida del
Mesias, pero suponian que seria un gran genio militar y
gubernamental. Estaban buscando un nuevo Moisés o un
Josué o un David. Estaban buscando a alguien que fuera
fuerte, un genio militar en un caballo blanco detras de un
carro. Conduciria las grandes fuerzas a una conquista sobre
los romanos. En otras palabras, buscaban lo que querian, no
lo que Dios habia proclamado.

Asi que en la plenitud de los tiempos vino el Mesias y no era




Judean, he was from Galilee. His closest friends smelled
like fish and he kept the company of tax collectors and
prostitutes. The masses loved him. They loved him
because he loved them and because he spoke simple
truths. He was truth but the "powers that be" expected
tradition. To tamper with tradition is to always court the
Cross.

In Matthew 15 at the beginning of that chapter, Jesus
condemned their little tradition that they had set up so
Jewish people had neglect the care of their own parents
by pledging their estates to the temple. Concluding in
verse 6 some scathing remarks, “you have made void
the word of God by your petty little traditions.” In
Matthew 23, he called the chief priests and Pharisees
whited sepulchers “you're all painted on the outside, but
inside you're full of dead men's bones.”

Truth or tradition, it's a timeless issue, a timeless choice.
The Pharisees were looking for what they wanted, not
what God proclaimed and so do many of us. Over the
centuries, denominations, sect, cults and groups and
their leaders have painted pictures of Jesus that bear
little resemblance to the real Son of God. During that
same period individuals by the millions who never read
a Bible, were telling you "Well my idea of God is..." or
"I've always thought of Jesus as..." Just another way of
choosing tradition over truth. Hear me. God does not
honor perception. If he did, the Pharisees would have
been fine. What God honors is truth.

What will you do with the real Jesus? Will you make
him what you want him to be? Or, will you mold your
life to who he is?

2. The choice of Christ or the crowd?

This was the choice that was specifically faced Peter.
It's ironic that the crucifixion of Jesus was propelled by
an angry crowd, a senseless mob. It’s ironic because all
throughout his ministry, Jesus was very popular with the
crowds. The great Sermon on the Mount, the reason he
was on a mountain is because he needed that
amphitheater to be able to proclaim his message to such
a huge host of people. (Matthew 5-7) Jesus took a
handful of food and fed 5,000 men plus women and
children. (Matthew 14) Zacchaeus climb up into a tree
because he couldn't see, the crowd was too great. (Luke)
Just seven days earlier when he came to Jerusalem they
were putting palm leaves down in his path crying out
"Hosanna to the Son of God." In fact it was because of
the crowd that Jesus lived as long as he did.

About two-thirds of the way through his ministry "the
Pharisees said to one another, 'See, this is getting us
nowhere. Look the whole world has gone after him!"
(John 12:19) Many times in the gospels, the crowds
were ready to crown him king. But Jesus will never be

lo que esperaban. Nacido en un establo de animales no habia
aroma de realeza, ni conexiones politicas, ni pedigri ni
entrenamiento formal. Porque ni siquiera era de Judea, era
de Galilea. Sus amigos més cercanos olian a pescado y se
mantenia en compafiia de recaudadores de impuestos y
prostitutas. Las masas lo amaban. Lo amaban porque él los
amaba y porque decia verdades sencillas. El era la verdad,
pero los "poderes facticos" esperaban la tradicién.
Manipular la tradicién es cortejar siempre la cruz.

En Mateo 15, al comienzo de ese capitulo, Jesus condend su
pequefa tradicion que habian establecido para que los judios
descuidaran el cuidado de sus propios padres al empefiar sus
bienes en el templo. Concluyendo en el versiculo 6 con
algunos comentarios mordaces, ‘“habéis invalidado la
palabra de Dios con vuestras pequefias tradiciones”. En
Mateo 23, llamo6 a los principales sacerdotes y fariseos
sepulcros blanqueados “todos vosotros estais pintados por
fuera, pero por dentro estais llenos de huesos de muertos”.

Verdad o tradicién, es un tema atemporal, una eleccion
atemporal. Los fariseos buscaban lo que querian, no lo que
Dios proclamaba y muchos de nosotros también. A lo largo
de los siglos, denominaciones, sectas, cultos y grupos y sus
lideres han pintado imagenes de Jesus que tienen poca
semejanza con el verdadero Hijo de Dios. Durante ese
mismo periodo, millones de personas que nunca leyeron la
Biblia te decian: "Bueno, mi idea de Dios es..." 0 "Siempre
he pensado en Jesus como..." Solo otra forma de elegir la
tradicion sobre la verdad. . Escuchame. Dios no honra la
percepcidn. Si lo hubiera hecho, los fariseos habrian estado
bien. Lo que Dios honra es la verdad.

¢Qué haras con el verdadero Jesus? ;Haras de él lo que
quieres que sea? O, ¢moldearas tu vida a quien él es?

7. ¢Laeleccién de Cristo o la multitud?

Esta fue la eleccion que enfrent6 especificamente Pedro. Es
irénico que la crucifixion de Jesus fue impulsada por una
multitud enojada, una multitud sin sentido. Es ir6nico
porque durante todo su ministerio, Jests fue muy popular
entre las multitudes. El gran Sermén del Monte, la razon por
la que estaba en una montafia es porque necesitaba ese
anfiteatro para poder proclamar su mensaje a una multitud
tan grande de personas. (Mateo 5-7) Jesus tomé un pufiado
de comida y alimenté a 5.000 hombres mas mujeres y nifios.
(Mateo 14) Zaqueo subi6 a un arbol porque no podia ver, la
multitud era demasiado grande. (Lucas) Apenas siete dias
antes cuando lleg6 a Jerusalén estaban poniendo hojas de
palma en su camino gritando "Hosanna al Hijo de Dios". De
hecho, fue gracias a la multitud que Jesus vivio tanto tiempo.

Alrededor de dos tercios del camino a través de su ministerio
"los fariseos se decian unos a otros: 'Mira, esto no nos lleva
a ninguna parte. jMira, todo el mundo ha ido tras él!"* (Juan
12:19) Muchas veces en los evangelios, la multitud estaba
lista para coronarlo rey. Pero Jesus nunca sera coronado por




crowned by a crowd. He is either enthroned or dethroned
in the heart of each individual.

Do you remember how Peter followed at a distance after
Jesus' arrest? He stood by a campfire warming himself
and three different times he denied knowing the Lord.
Why was that? It's a silly question, isn't it? It doesn't take
a rocket scientist to figure it out. It was not the
politically-correct position at that moment. There might
have very well been a fourth cross on that hill called
Calvary. At the very least it would have brought about
surely a severe beating, Christ or the crowd? Peter took
the crowd.

After the Resurrection, after Jesus saw him face to face
and told him how much he loved him, after Jesus
forgave him, after the Pentecost seven weeks later, after
the coming of the Holy Spirit and after the coming of his
church, that same Peter is such a force for Christianity,
he's called in before those same leaders. He's threatened
with his very life and they say, "Peter, what are you
going to do?" The bottom line is he's got the same
question again. Christ or the crowd? To his credit, this
time Peter looks them squarely in the eyes and if you'll
allow the paraphrase, he said, "I'll take the Christ, thank
you." (Acts 4-5)

Every day you face the same question and so do I. The
crowd is very fickle. We say America is a Christian
nation. That's not supposing that the majority of
Americans ever were Christians, but the Judeo-Christian
ethic was everything that this country stood for, admired
and valued. Today, quite frankly, being a Christian is
generally viewed as being uncool, ignorant and
politically incorrect. About the only thing that our
society is intolerant of is for somebody who believes
there is such a thing as absolute truth. It is totally
unacceptable for somebody to stand up and say "l agree
with Jesus that he is the way, the truth and the life. No
you don't get to heaven any other way, only by him."
How about you? Are you salt and light to a dying world?
Or, do you choose like Peter to stand by your own little
campfire, afraid and unnoticed?

3. Conscience or Caesar?

Pilate knew that this man was innocent, certainly
innocent of any offense which would mandate
execution. So when bombarded by accusations
regarding this man as a traitor, Pilate called him inside
and asked Jesus, "Are you a King?" Jesus looked calmly
and said, "You've said it correctly, but my kingdom is
not of this world." After their conversation, Pilate knew
Jesus was no rebel. He was no insurrectionist or zealot.
He wondered why this man was even appearing before
him in the first place.

Matthew gives us a parenthetical note by recording
“while Pilate was sitting on his judge's seat, his wife sent

una multitud. Esta entronizado o destronado en el corazon
de cada individuo.

¢Recuerdas cédmo Pedro siguié a distancia después del
arresto de Jests? Se par6 junto a una fogata calentandose y
tres veces diferentes negd conocer al Sefior. ¢Por qué fue
eso? Es una pregunta tonta, ¢no? No hace falta ser un
cientifico espacial para averiguarlo. No era la posicién
politicamente correcta en ese momento. Muy bien podria
haber habido una cuarta cruz en ese cerro llamado Calvario.
Como minimo habria provocado seguramente una paliza
severa, ¢Cristo o la multitud? Peter llevo a la multitud.

Después de la Resurreccidn, después de que JesUs lo vio cara
a cara y le dijo cuanto lo amaba, después de que Jesus lo
perdond, después de Pentecostés siete semanas después,
después de la venida del Espiritu Santo y después de la
venida de su iglesia, ese mismo Pedro es una fuerza tan
grande para el cristianismo que ha sido Ilamado ante esos
mismos lideres. Lo amenazan con su propia vida y dicen:
"Peter, ¢qué vas a hacer?" La conclusion es que tiene la
misma pregunta otra vez. ;Cristo o la multitud? Para su
crédito, esta vez Peter los mira directamente a los 0jos y, si
me permiten la parafrasis, dice: "Tomaré al Cristo, gracias".
(Hechos 4-5)

Todos los dias te enfrentas a la misma pregunta y yo
también. La multitud es muy voluble. Decimos que Estados
Unidos es una nacion cristiana. Eso no es suponer que la
mayoria de los estadounidenses alguna vez fueron cristianos,
pero la ética judeocristiana era todo lo que este pais
representaba, admiraba y valoraba. Hoy en dia, francamente,
ser cristiano generalmente se considera poco atractivo,
ignorante y politicamente incorrecto. Lo Unico con lo que
nuestra sociedad es intolerante es con alguien que cree que
existe la verdad absoluta. Es totalmente inaceptable que
alguien se ponga de pie y diga: "Estoy de acuerdo con JesUs
en que él es el camino, la verdad y la vida. No, no se llega al
cielo de otra manera, solo por él". ;Y tu? ;Eres sal y luz para
un mundo moribundo? O eliges, como Peter, pararte junto a
tu propia pequefia fogata,

8. ¢Conciencia o César?

Pilato sabia que este hombre era inocente, ciertamente
inocente de cualquier ofensa que ordenara la ejecucion.
Entonces, cuando fue bombardeado por acusaciones sobre
este hombre como un traidor, Pilato lo llam6 adentro y le
pregunto a Jesus: "¢ Eres rey?" Jesus mir6 con calma y dijo:
"Lo has dicho bien, pero mi reino no es de este mundo".
Después de su conversacion, Pilato supo que Jesds no era un
rebelde. No era un sublevado ni un fanatico. Se pregunt6 por
qué este hombre incluso aparecia ante él en primer lugar.

Mateo nos da una nota entre paréntesis al registrar “mientras
Pilato estaba sentado en su silla de juez, su esposa le envio
este mensaje, 'no tengas nada que ver con ese hombre
inocente porque he sufrido mucho hoy en un suefio a causa
de é1.” (Mateo 26:19) Entonces Pilato tom¢ la decision, la




him this message, ‘don’t have anything to do with that
innocent man for | have suffered a great deal today in a
dream because of him.”” (Matthew 26:19) So Pilate
made the decision, the initial decision to release him. As
the Jews saw that decision unfolding and their plot being
foiled, John the apostle records their response. "From
then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jews kept
shouting, 'If you let this man go, you are no friend of
Caesar's. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes
Caesar." (John 19:12) BAM! Do you know what that
was? That was the sound of the door slamming on Jesus.
That was the sound of the deciding blow.

For over a quarter of a century Judea had become a
testing ground for future leadership in Rome. Like the
old song says, "If you could make it there, you could
make it anywhere.” If a Roman procurator could stay
there three or four years and appease the Jews and keep
all things quiet, he would head back to Rome for a
political promotion. If he couldn't make it there, he just
kind of wandered off into obscurity. When Pilate heard
those words, "If you are this man's friend, you are no
friend of Caesar's." He could immediately picture word
getting back to Caesar that here was a man, Pilate, who
was opposing a group that was an offshoot of the Jews,
somebody that was causing an insurrection; maybe it
was going to be a lot of trouble. Pilate said, "What will
it be, conscience or Caesar?" He chose Caesar.

We have the same choice. Our Caesar is that power,
authority or influence, whose approval we think we need
so desperately. Maybe it's your boss at work who holds
the raise and promotion in one hand and a pink slip in
the other asking you to compromise your integrity. It's
the V.I.P. whose favor we think we must have and
millions of times each day integrity is compromised,
conviction is diluted and sometimes the pocketbook
valued. Caesar is served, and Christ is crucified.

4. Submission or self.

Let's look at one more character in the crucifixion
drama, a man by the name of Judas Iscariot. I believe in
his heart we find the basic struggle and decision of life.
I'm convinced that many people have a totally wrong
impression of who Judas is. Most of us picture him
totally and constantly as being some diabolical villain
who wore a black hat, kept a cape over his face, hid in
the shadows and was just the epitome of evil all of his
life. I don't believe that's true. | believe that when Jesus
went out to find 12 men, 12 apostles, he chose the best
men that he could find and Judas was one of them.
Educated and a Judean, he was probably the most
qualified and best prepared of the 12. No, Judas' fate and
his reputation came about as the result of a wrong
decision in the ageless struggle, the choice of
sovereignty, the choice over who rules. God or self.

decision inicial de soltarlo. Cuando los judios vieron como
se desarrollaba esa decisidn y cémo se frustraba su complot,
el apostol Juan registra su respuesta. "Desde entonces, Pilato
tratd de liberar a Jesus, pero los judios gritaban: 'Si sueltas a
este, no eres amigo del César. Cualquiera que se hace pasar
por 